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A RESOLUTION  honoring the TRIO Programs.

WHEREAS, in the 1960s the United States Congress created a group of programs, originally entitled Special Programs for Students from Disadvantaged Backgrounds, to encourage Americans in low-income families, especially those whose family members had never attended college, to enroll in college; and

WHEREAS, Upward Bound, Talent Search, and Student Support Services were the core programs comprising this initiative, which was given the name TRIO; and

WHEREAS, the TRIO Professionals work tirelessly to build relationships with their students to encourage their success in pursuing post-secondary educational opportunities to such a degree that many return to their local programs after graduating to encourage current students; and

WHEREAS, more than 388,000 Americans are currently enrolled in 471 Talent Search TRIO programs; there are 770 Upward Bound TRIO programs in operation nationally; and 938 colleges are hosting Student Support Services programs to keep these students enrolled in college through tutoring, counseling, and remedial instruction; and

WHEREAS, in Western Kentucky alone, 900 students from 27 middle and high schools in Caldwell, Crittenden, Hopkins, McLean, Muhlenberg, and Webster counties participate in the Education Talent Search Program; and

WHEREAS, the Education Talent Search Program was the first TRIO program funded at Madisonville Community College in 1985, with Student Support Services and Upward Bound following it in 1988 and 1990, respectively;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate does hereby recognize that all Kentuckians deserve a chance at higher education, regardless of the student's socio-economic background, and recognizes that post-secondary education is becoming more and more important for securing life skills and employment; the Senate recognizes that higher education is less and less the domain of the elite, but rather becoming a basic necessity for securing a profession and leading a productive life in society.

Section 2.   The Senate recognizes the wisdom behind the TRIO Programs, and lauds the success of these programs for giving disadvantaged and low-income students the skills and experiences they need to graduate from institutions of higher learning, and furthermore lauds the individuals conducting these programs, for they are the foundation of the programs' successes.
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