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A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in loving memory and honor of Staff Sergeant George S. Rentschler.

With deepest respect and admiration, we pay homage and tribute to Staff Sergeant George S. Rentschler, and we pause in silent reverence for his soul.

WHEREAS, George S. Rentschler was born June 30, 1972, a native of Louisville, Jefferson County, Kentucky, and he traversed these earthly bounds April 7, 2004; and

WHEREAS, George S. Rentschler was the loving son of Lillian Rentschler and the late Gilbert Rentschler; he was the devoted husband of Rachael Basham Rentschler; he was the proud father of Scott Christopher Rentschler and Brock Andrew Rentschler; and he leaves behind many other loving family members; and

WHEREAS, George S. Rentschler was a student at Central High School and was a graduate of Male High School; following high school, he enlisted in the United States Army; and

WHEREAS, Staff Sergeant George S. Rentschler dedicated his life to serving his country with over ten years of military service; he worked as a training officer at Fort Knox, Kentucky; he also completed assignments at Fort Hood, Texas, and in Bosnia; and

WHEREAS, in October 2003, Staff Sergeant George S. Rentschler departed for Baumholder, Germany, with his wife and sons; after a brief time, he was deployed with the 1st Battalion, 35th Armored Regiment, 1st Armored Division, in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom; and

WHEREAS, while serving in Baghdad, the life of Staff Sergeant George S. Rentschler ended prematurely when a rocket hit the side of the tank in which he was riding en route to a checkpoint secured by fellow platoon members; and

WHEREAS, Staff Sergeant George S. Rentschler valiantly served his country with honor and distinction; during his career, he was awarded the Army Commendation Medal, Army Achievement Medal, Good Conduct Medal, National Defense Service Medal, Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal, and Global War on Terrorism Service Medal; he was posthumously awarded the Bronze Star and Purple Heart; and

WHEREAS, George S. Rentschler had a love of teaching and coaching, a love of his country, and, most importantly, an unmatched love for his family; and

WHEREAS, the Commonwealth of Kentucky has the highest respect for Staff Sergeant George S. Rentschler and is deeply grateful for the sacrifice he made for the freedom of all Americans and to ensure the freedom of the Iraqi people; and

WHEREAS, the passing of Staff Sergeant George S. Rentschler has left a void that cannot be filled, and he is mourned across the length and breadth of the Commonwealth;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate does hereby express its profound sense of sorrow upon the passing of Staff Sergeant George S. Rentschler and extends to his family and many friends its most heartfelt sympathy.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in loving memory and honor of Staff Sergeant George S. Rentschler.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to the wife of Staff Sergeant George S. Rentschler, Mrs. Rachael Rentschler, 915 Birchwood Road, Lebanon, Ohio 45036; and to the mother of Staff Sergeant George S. Rentschler, Mrs. Lillian Rentschler, 1028 Seelbach Avenue, Louisville, Kentucky 40215.
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