UNOFFICIAL COPY AS OF  03/21/05
05 REG. SESS.
05 RS BR 1877


A RESOLUTION congratulating Dr. Sena Jeter Naslund on the occasion of her appointment and acceptance of the position of Kentucky poet laureate.

WHEREAS, the citizens of the Commonwealth of Kentucky have, through their duly appointed representatives in the legislature, sanctioned the appointment by the Governor of the Commonwealth the position of the state poet or writer laureate under the provisions of KRS 153.600; and

WHEREAS, the poet laureate of Kentucky is instrumental in promoting the literary arts in the Commonwealth; and

WHEREAS, in order to be selected as poet laureate, a candidate shall be a resident of the Commonwealth and shall be engaged in the writing of any of the accepted forms of literature; and

WHEREAS, the poet laureate shall have published a critically acclaimed work informed by Kentucky and shall have the ability to promote the literary arts throughout the boundaries of this Commonwealth; and

WHEREAS, Governor Ernie Fletcher has appointed Dr. Sena Jeter Naslund as the poet laureate of Kentucky, and Dr. Naslund has accepted the appointment and shall be installed in the post on April 14, 2005; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Sena Jeter Naslund has demonstrated the necessary requirements for fulfilling the post of poet laureate of Kentucky; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Sena Jeter Naslund is a professor at both the University of Louisville and Spalding University, serving at the University of Louisville since 1973 where she also directed its creative writing program; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Sena Jeter Naslund attended Birmingham-Southern College, and received her doctorate from the University of Iowa, where she participated in the prestigious Iowa Writers' Workshop; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Sena Jeter Naslund initiated The Louisville Review in 1976, wherein she currently serves as editor, and she was responsible for creating the Fleur-de-Lis Press, which publishes first books by writers who have been featured in The Louisville Review; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Sena Jeter Naslund is the author of Ahab's Wife: Or, the Star-Gazer; Four Spirits; The Disobedience of Water: Stories and Novellas; Sherlock in Love; The Animal Way to Love; and Ice Skating at the North Pole; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Sena Jeter Naslund is also the author of many critical essays and other works; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Sena Jeter Naslund's exceptional understanding of literature has been hailed by her peers; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Sena Jeter Naslund has been awarded the University of Louisville's distinguished teaching award and the University of Louisville's president's award for outstanding scholarship, research and creative activity;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate does hereby extend to Dr. Sena Jeter Naslund its sincere congratulations on the occasion of her selection as poet laureate of Kentucky and affirms that it has full confidence in her capabilities to fulfill the duties requisite of the post.

Section 2.   The Clerk of the Senate is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Dr. Sena Jeter Naslund, Department of English, Bingham Humanities 315, 2211 South Brook, University of Louisville, Louisville, Kentucky 40292; and to Dr. James R. Ramsey, Office of the President, Grawemeyer Hall, University of Louisville, Louisville, Kentucky 40292.
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