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A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in loving memory and honor of Carl J. Ruh.

With deepest respect and admiration, we pay homage and tribute to Carl J. Ruh, and we pause in silent reverence for his soul.

WHEREAS, Carl J. Ruh was born on May 18, 1916, a native of Covington, Kenton County, Kentucky, and he traversed these earthly bounds on November 25, 2004; and

WHEREAS, Carl J. Ruh was the loving son of the late Joseph and Katherine Bruemmer Ruh; he was the devoted husband of the late Josephine E. Ruh; he was the loving father of a son, Joe Ruh of Fort Mitchell, and a daughter, Karen Johnson of Melbourne; he was the proud grandfather of four grandchildren; and he was the proud great-grandfather of a great-grandson; and

WHEREAS, Carl J. Ruh graduated from Covington Catholic High School, where he also worked as the school's first lay teacher, teaching history, political science, and typing; he earned a bachelor's degree in business from the University of Dayton, and he later studied law at Northern Kentucky University's Salmon P. Chase Law School and at the University of Cincinnati Law School; and

WHEREAS, Carl J. Ruh was an esteemed member of the Northern Kentucky community, where he was a member of Blessed Sacrament Church in Fort Mitchell; he was handicapped and used crutches or a wheelchair most of his life, but this did not discourage his optimism throughout his life, and he was an outstanding example of overcoming barriers; and

WHEREAS, Carl J. Ruh was no stranger to politics; he was a devoted member of the Democratic Party and represented his constituents from Kenton County with honesty and integrity while serving in the House of Representatives from 1950 to 1954 and from 1970 to 1972 and in the Kentucky Senate from 1954 to 1958; while serving in the Legislature, he was instrumental in passing legislation that required safety glass in storm doors to help prevent accidents, and he also was proud of his work on handicap accessibility to the Capitol and other state buildings, including interstate highway rest stops; he also was a strong advocate of Kentucky's state park system; in 1995, the General Assembly honored him for his many years of service to the handicapped; he was appointed Kenton County Sheriff in 1959 and was elected to the post in 1961; and he also spent 10 years as Kentucky's commissioner of occupational safety and health review; and

WHEREAS, the passing of Carl J. Ruh has left a void that cannot be filled, and he is mourned across the length and breadth of the Commonwealth;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate does hereby express its profound sense of sorrow at the passing of Carl J. Ruh, and extends to his family and many friends its most heartfelt sympathy.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in loving memory and honor of Carl J. Ruh.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Mr. Joe Ruh, 5 Ross Avenue, Ft. Mitchell, Kentucky 41017.
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