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A RESOLUTION in honor and memory of Willie B. Bright.

Willie B. Bright traversed these earthly bounds on March 19, 2005.  It is with deepest respect and admiration we pay homage and tribute to him, by pausing in silent reverence for his eternal soul.

WHEREAS, Willie B. Bright was born in Athens, Alabama, and was the long-time husband of Selma Bright and the respected father of W. Jean King, Willie B. Bright, Jr., R. Wayne Bright, Major Gregory Bright, Johnny Bright, Susan Bright, and Sharon Bright; and

WHEREAS, Willie B. Bright earned a bachelor's degree in business management and marketing from the University of Louisville, in Louisville Metro, KY, and became a successful businessman, having owned the Velvet Rose Supper Club for many years before selling it the Louisville Metro Housing Authority as part of the Clarksdale Neighborhood Redevelopment Project; and

WHEREAS, Willie B. Bright had a distinguished military record in the United States Army, having earned the rank of Master Sergeant; and

WHEREAS, Willie B. Bright's record of civic involvement included service as member of the Yearlings Club, the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP), People's Rights In Demanding Equality, the Phoenix Hill Neighborhood Association, and the Urban League; and

WHEREAS, Willie B. Bright's political career included election to the first Louisville Metro Council, serving as District 4 Councilman representing the neighborhoods of Butchertown, Germantown, Meriweather, Phoenix Hill, Portland, Russell, Schnitzelburg, Shelby Park, Smoketown, and the Central Business District, wherein he distinguished himself as a councilman extraordinaire, serving on the Public Health & Safety Committee and Transportation and Public Works Committee, and serving as chairman of the Metro Development Committee; and

WHEREAS, Willie B. Bright was described as friendly, honest, helpful, giving, compassionate, dedicated, selfless, driven, and serious about his job and his district, wherein he held numerous clean-ups, block parties, community meetings, cookouts, Halloween, and Christmas parties for the children; and

WHEREAS, Willie B. Bright will be remember as being a lion of a man, a man whose word was his bond, a kind and gentle soul, a low key but effective councilman, a man with a good sense of humor, and a man who worked quietly but tirelessly for this community; and 

WHEREAS, the passing of Willie B. Bright has left a void that will be difficult to fill, and he is mourned across the length and breath of the Commonwealth of Kentucky;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate does hereby express its profound sense of sorrow upon the passing of Willie B. Bright and extends to his family, relatives, and many friends, its most heartfelt sympathy and condolences.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in loving memory and honor of Willie B. Bright.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to W. Jean King, 1010 Scenic Drive, Radcliff, Kentucky 40160.
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