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A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in loving memory and honor of Guy Mattison Davenport Jr.

With deepest respect and admiration, we pay homage and tribute to Guy Mattison Davenport Jr., and we pause in silent reverence for his soul.

WHEREAS, Guy Mattison Davenport Jr. was born on November 23, 1927, a native of Anderson, South Carolina, and longtime resident of Lexington, Fayette County, Kentucky, and he traversed these earthly bounds on January 4, 2005; and

WHEREAS, Guy Mattison Davenport Jr. received his bachelor's degree in English and comparative literature at Duke University in 1948; he received his bachelor's degree in literature at Oxford University in 1950; and he received his doctorate in literature at Harvard University in 1961; and

WHEREAS, Guy Mattison Davenport Jr. met the poet Ezra Pound in 1952, which cemented his interest in modern literature; he was an assistant to the poet Archibald MacLeish, and he studied with some of the top scholars in their fields, including Harry Levin on Shakespeare and Perry Miller on the Puritans; he was an instructor in English at Washington University in St. Louis, Missouri from 1952 to 1955; in 1955, he began working on his doctorate at Harvard, where he was also a tutor from 1957 to 1960; he was assistant professor of English at Haverford College in Pennsylvania from 1960 to 1963; and he was a Distinguished Alumni Professor of English at the University of Kentucky College of Arts and Sciences from 1963 to 1991; and

WHEREAS, Guy Mattison Davenport Jr. has been recognized nationally and internationally by many educational and professional institutions for his academic and intellectual achievements, including being selected as a Rhodes Scholar at Oxford University from 1948 to 1950, where he was also a member of Merton College, and where he wrote the first thesis on James Joyce to be accepted by that university, and he was also taught Old English by Oxford professor J. R. R. Tolkien; he was the recipient of the John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation Fellowship in 1990, a Brandeis Arts Award in 1991, the Thomas Carter prize for literary criticism in 1987, the Morton Douwen Zabel award for fiction from the American Academy and Institute of Arts and Letters, translation awards from PEN and the Academy of American Poets, and the Leviton-Blumenthal Prize for poetry; and

WHEREAS, Guy Mattison Davenport Jr. was elected a fellow in the American Academy of Arts and Sciences in Cambridge, Massachusetts in 1998; he was honored by the Kentucky Libraries with its 2001 Medallion for Intellectual Achievement, recognizing his broad contributions to American literature; and

WHEREAS, Guy Mattison Davenport Jr. joined the University of Kentucky faculty in 1963, and that same year he published a book on Harvard University's natural philosopher Louis Agassiz, followed by several volumes of poetry, translations of works from classical Greek authors, and essays on modernist poets; in 1974, Scribner's published his first collection of short stories titled "Tatlin!" and a second collection of short stories, "DaVinci's Bicycle," was published in 1979; "Ecologues" appeared in 1981 as well as a collection of 40 essays, "Geography of the Imagination"; other publications include: "Thasos and Ohio," a volume of poems, in 1986; "The Jules Verne Steam Balloon" short story collection in 1987; "A Table of Green Fields" in 1993; "The Cardiff Team" in 1996; and "A Balance of Quinces," an edition of his paintings and drawings; in 1997 he published "The Hunter Gracchus," a collection of essays on literature and art, and in 1998 "Objects on a Table," an aesthetic meditation on the representation of objects in literature and still-life painting, was published; and

WHEREAS, Guy Mattison Davenport Jr. was one of the most creative and original writers of the twentieth century, and the University of Kentucky was indeed privileged to have had his genius and his inspiration of reason and imagination; and

WHEREAS, the passing of Guy Mattison Davenport Jr. has left a void that cannot be filled, and he is mourned across the length and breadth of the Commonwealth;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate does hereby express its profound sense of sorrow upon the passing of Guy Mattison Davenport Jr., and extends to his family and many friends its most heartfelt sympathy.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in loving memory and honor of Guy Mattison Davenport Jr.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is hereby directed to transmit copies of this Resolution to Ms. Bonnie Jean Cox, 128 Owsley Avenue, Lexington, Kentucky 40502; to the Honorable Lee T. Todd, President, University of Kentucky, 101 Main Building, Lexington, Kentucky 40506-0032; to the Honorable James F. Hardymon, Chairman of the University of Kentucky Board of Trustees, 333 West Vine Street, Suite 300, Lexington, Kentucky 40507; and to Ellen Rosenman, Chair, University of Kentucky English Department, 1203 Patterson Office Tower, Lexington, Kentucky 40506.
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