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A RESOLUTION honoring the fortieth President of the United States, President Ronald Wilson Reagan.

WHEREAS, Ronald Wilson Reagan rose from humble beginnings, applying his strong work ethic and inner resources, to serve honorably and with distinction as the fortieth President of the United States, proving that the American dream is alive and attainable by those who share his commitment, passion, and work ethic; and

WHEREAS, Ronald Wilson Reagan was a true patriot who believed in the vision of life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness espoused by the Founding Fathers, and endeavored to remake an ever-expanding, out-of-control federal government in this image; and

WHEREAS, Ronald Wilson Reagan served honorably in the rank of Captain in the United States Army Air Corps during World War II; and

WHEREAS, Ronald Wilson Reagan, assuming the presidency during a period when the United States military was demoralized and understaffed, patriotism was derided, and America was roundly called a "paper tiger," committed the necessary resources to rebuild a flagging military force into what is now the most powerful military force in the world from which we are still reaping the benefits; and

WHEREAS, Ronald Wilson Reagan, assuming the presidency during a period of national malaise, high interest rates, American citizens held hostage in Iran, and pundits stating that America's best days were in the past, steadfastly maintained his unflagging optimism and his vision of America as a "shining city on a hill," and restored hope, faith, and pride in America; and

WHEREAS, Ronald Wilson Reagan presided over the largest tax cuts in the history of the United States, leading to two decades of unprecedented growth and prosperity for the American people; and

WHEREAS, Ronald Wilson Reagan, through his love of liberty, unwavering commitment to principle, and courageous stand against Communism, deserves the lion's share of the credit for ending the Cold War and causing the collapse of the Soviet Union, bringing freedom to millions of people throughout Eastern Europe; and

WHEREAS, Ronald Wilson Reagan, through his integrity, affability, optimism, and strength of character, made the United States the envy of the free world and made it acceptable for Americans to stand up and cheer for our heritage;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Commonwealth recognize that its citizens, children, and all future generations will sleep easier because of President Reagan's commitment to defeating the Soviet Union and ending the Cold War.

Section 2.   Ronald Wilson Reagan's ascension to the presidency from a lower-middle class home through hard work, determination, and persistence is a role model for all Americans to follow.

Section 3.   All Americans should be proud of President Reagan's lasting mark on history.

Section 4.   Kentuckians owe a debt of gratitude to President Ronald Wilson Reagan and offer his family our condolences in their time of grief.

Section 5.   Kentuckians honor the memory of this great American, who made the world a safer, freer place and restored our belief that "America's greatest days are still ahead."

Section 6.   When the Senate adjourns this day, January 7, 2005, it does so in honor and memory of President Ronald Wilson Reagan, the fortieth President of the United States.
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