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A RESOLUTION in support of the United States Armed Forces and President George W. Bush for their steadfast efforts in protecting our nation and fighting terror.

WHEREAS, the American spirit has always been defined by the sacrifice, honor, and valor of this country's brothers- and sisters-in-arms and those supporting their efforts; and

WHEREAS, the American people have the greatest pride and confidence in President George W. Bush, the Armed Forces of the United States, and the civilian personnel supporting them; and

WHEREAS, with the united effort of many nations, the war on terrorism is currently being waged in Iraq, Afghanistan, and throughout the world; and

WHEREAS, the resolve of President George W. Bush and the courageous actions of American service members have greatly improved the lives of citizens in Iraq; in January 2005, Iraqi citizens were able to exercise their democratic rights by casting votes in the country's nationwide free elections; and

WHEREAS, under the leadership of President George W. Bush and the United States Armed Forces, success in the Global War on Terrorism has included liberating millions of people from aggressive regimes, capturing numerous global terrorists and their allies, and reducing the financial and operational support for terrorists; and

WHEREAS, over 969,300 members of the United States Armed Forces, including sons and daughters of the Commonwealth, have been deployed since September 11, 2001, to support Operation Iraqi Freedom and Operation Enduring Freedom; and

WHEREAS, the National Guard and Reserves have played a major role in defending our nation; for more than three years the Kentucky Army and Air National Guard, deploying approximately 77% of its total force, has faithfully contributed to the Global War on Terrorism; and

WHEREAS, over 1,340 American soldiers have lost their lives while supporting Operation Iraqi Freedom and working to secure freedom for the people of Iraq; over 150 American soldiers have lost their lives while supporting Operation Enduring Freedom; and

WHEREAS, the people of the Commonwealth, this nation, and the world owe tribute to the Unites States Armed Forces and will forever remember the fallen soldiers who fought to ensure peace, liberty, and democracy; and

WHEREAS, the families of our courageous service members are also recognized for the great sacrifices they are making for their country; and

WHEREAS, the brave soldiers, sailors, airmen, and marines have answered the call to duty by selflessly serving the American people with dedication and honor;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate of the Commonwealth of Kentucky expresses its unyielding support of the President as Commander-in-Chief for his firm leadership and decisive action in Iraq and the ongoing Global War on Terrorism.

Section 2.   The Senate of the Commonwealth of Kentucky expresses its wholehearted support and utmost appreciation to our troops for their outstanding efforts in protecting American liberty and providing for the security of this Commonwealth, our nation, and the world.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to: Donald H. Rumsfeld, Secretary of Defense, 1000 Defense Pentagon, Washington, DC 20301-1000; Major General Thomas R. Turner, Commanding General, 101st Airborne Division, 39 Normandy Boulevard, Fort Campbell, KY 42223-5627; Major General Terry L. Tucker; Fort Knox Commanding General, 1101 Chaffee Avenue, Fort Knox, KY 40121-5000; and Major General Donald C. Storm, Adjutant General, Commonwealth of Kentucky, Boone National Guard Center, Frankfort, KY 40601-6168.
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