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A RESOLUTION relating to the promotion and preservation of the Trail of Tears National Historic Trail.

WHEREAS, in 1838 the United States Army implemented a federal policy to remove five separate Native American tribes from land east of the Mississippi River to a destination in Oklahoma; and

WHEREAS, more than 16,000 Cherokee Indians were forced to traverse land and water routes encompassing approximately 2,200 miles located in nine states; and 

WHEREAS, the impact of the federal policy resulted in the deaths of thousands of Native Americans along these routes now known as the "Trail of Tears"; and

WHEREAS, to commemorate these tragic events, the United States Congress designated the Trail of Tears National Historic Trail in 1987; and

WHEREAS, a portion of the northern route of the Trail of Tears is located in Caldwell, Christian, Crittenden, Livingston, and Todd Counties in Western Kentucky;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The members of this body, both individually and collectively, do hereby support the promotion and preservation of the Trail of Tears National Historic Trail in Kentucky.

Section 2.   The Senate encourages the Kentucky Commerce Cabinet to develop a map to promote the Trail of Tears automobile tour route located in Kentucky as designated by the National Park Services.

Section 3.   The Senate encourages the agencies of state government to assist in the promotion and preservation of the Trail of Tears in a manner consistent with recommendations and guidelines of the National Trail of Tears Association and the National Parks Service.

Section 4.   A copy of this Resolution shall be forwarded to Secretary Jim Host, Kentucky Commerce Cabinet, 24th Floor, Capital Plaza Tower, 500 Mero Street, Frankfort, Kentucky 40601 and to Mr. John Humphries, P. O. Box 608, Princton, Kentucky 42445.
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