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A RESOLUTION urging the Kentucky delegation to the Congress of the United States to reintroduce and enact the provisions of the Elder Justice Act of 2003.

WHEREAS, in 2003, Senator John Breaux of Louisiana introduced Elder Justice Act of 2003 which would have created the dual Offices of Elder Justice in the Department of Justice and the Department for Health and Human Services; and

WHEREAS, if created, these dual offices, in cooperation with each other and with the backing of the resources of their respective departments would bring vastly improved federal protection to the elderly who suffer from abuse and neglect; and

WHEREAS, the bill did not pass in the 108th Congress; and

WHEREAS, Senator John Breaux did not return to the Senate for the 109th Congress thus leaving this vital piece of legislation without a sponsor; and

WHEREAS, the protection hoped for in the bill is still vitally needed by our senior citizens who are neglected, abused, and killed in nursing homes and other venues; and

WHEREAS, the bill would have provided stiff fines and jail time for those who abuse, neglect, and kill our elderly for the sake of profit; and

WHEREAS, Kentucky's delegation to the Congress of the United States is known for its support of the elderly and for its compassion;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The delegation of the Commonwealth of Kentucky to the United States Senate and the United States House of Representatives is strongly urged by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky to reintroduce, support, and enact the Elder Justice Act of 2003, S. 333, from the 108th Congress, with suitable updating as the Elder Justice Act of 2005 and send it to the President of the United States for his signature.

Section 2.   The Clerk of the Senate shall send a copy of this Resolution to each member of the Kentucky delegation to the Congress of the United States.
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