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A RESOLUTION declaring February 9, 2005, to be Disabilities Awareness Day.

WHEREAS, more than 874,000 Kentuckians over the age of five have a disability that impairs their ability to work or to carry out the activities of daily living; and

WHEREAS, all persons, including professionals in the fields of education, medicine, and justice, need to be educated about disabilities; and

WHEREAS, all barriers to services, whether they are physical, regulatory, financial, or attitudinal, should be eliminated; and

WHEREAS, individuals with disabilities and their circles of support should be fully informed of their rights, and informed of available services and programs so they can exercise freedom of choice; and

WHEREAS, individuals with disabilities should have the opportunity to gain and maintain employment and become taxpayers; and

WHEREAS, no individual should be criminalized because of a disability;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   This honorable body declares February 9, 2005, to be Disabilities Awareness Day.

Section 2.   The Clerk of the Senate is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Sheila Schuster, Ph.D., Acting Chair, United 874K Coalition, 120 Sears Avenue, Suite 212, Louisville, Kentucky 40207.
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