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A RESOLUTION recognizing and honoring Kentuckians who served their country as distinguished members of the Tuskegee Airmen.

WHEREAS, in spite of adversity and limited opportunities, African-Americans have played a significant role in United States military history the past 300 years; and

WHEREAS, the official policy of the military was to deny leadership roles and skilled training to African-American troops because of prejudice and ignorance; and

WHEREAS, before 1940, African-Americans were barred from flying for the United States military; and

WHEREAS, in early 1941, due to tremendous urgings from civil rights organizations and the black press, the Secretary of War approved a plan to establish the "Tuskegee Experiment" which resulted in the formation of the all-African-American 99th Pursuit Squadron located in Tuskegee, Alabama, at the Tuskegee Institute; and

WHEREAS, the cadets who attended the Tuskegee Institute and received their silver wings became known as the Tuskegee Airmen and later became known by the German Air Force as the "Red Tail Devils"; and

WHEREAS, the Tuskegee Airmen consisted not only of pilots but also navigators, bombardiers, maintenance and support staff, instructors, and all personnel who kept their planes in the air; and

WHEREAS, in March 1942, five men received the silver wings of Army Air Force pilots and were the first African-Americans to qualify as military pilots in any branch of the United States Armed Forces; and

WHEREAS, by the end of World War II, almost 1,000 African-Americans had won their silver wings at Tuskegee Army Air Field and almost half of those African-Americans went on to serve our country in the European and Mediterranean wars as combat mission fighter pilots; and

WHEREAS, the Tuskegee Airmen were responsible for flying more than 15,000 sorties, destroying over 1,000 German aircraft, receiving hundreds of Air Medals and more than 150 Distinguished Flying Crosses and never lost a bomber to enemy air action when flying bomber escort missions; and

WHEREAS, the original Tuskegee Airmen consisted of seven Kentuckians: Julius W. Calloway, Flight Officer, Louisville; John S. Sloan, 2nd Lieutenant, Louisville; Jose R. Elfalan, 2nd Lieutenant, Prospect; Milton T. Hall, 2nd Lieutenant, Owensboro; Dudley F. Watson, 2nd Lieutenant, Frankfort; John S. Harris, 2nd Lieutenant, Richmond; and Frank D. Walker, 2nd Lieutenant, Richmond; and

WHEREAS, the original Tuskegee Airmen consisted of two students of Kentucky State University: James McCullin and Roy Chappell; and

WHEREAS, the original Tuskegee Airmen also consisted of Colonel Noel Parrish, Lexington Training Commander, Lexington; Willa Beatrice Brown, civilian collaborator with Eleanor Roosevelt to create the Tuskegee Airmen cadet training program, Glasgow; and Staff Sergeant Marcellus Brown; and

WHEREAS, six Tuskegee Airmen still currently reside in Kentucky: Major Julius Calloway, pilot, Louisville; Alvin LaRue, Flight Officer, Louisville; Captain Morris Washington, pilot, Mt. Prospect; Corporal Frank Weaver, mechanical crew chief, Louisville; Thomas Miller, clerk, Winchester; and Corporal Virgil Jewel, mechanical crew chief, Louisville; and

WHEREAS, the Tuskegee Airmen overcame segregation and prejudice to become one of the most prestigious, decorated, and respected fighter groups of World War II;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate hereby recognizes and honors those Kentucky heroes who served their country as members of the prestigious Tuskegee Airmen.

Section 2.   The Clerk of the Senate shall forward a copy of this Resolution to Major Julius Calloway, 4027 Busath Avenue, Louisville, Kentucky 40218; Alvin LaRue, 2312 Hale Avenue, Louisville, Kentucky 40210; Captain Morris Washington, 7616 Upper River Road, Mt. Prospect, Kentucky 40059; Corporal Frank Weaver, 4016 Francis Lane, Louisville, Kentucky 40218; Thomas Miller, 5 South Burns, Winchester, Kentucky 40391; and Corporal Virgil Jewel, 2701 Oregon Avenue, Louisville, Kentucky 40210.
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