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AN ACT relating to crimes and punishments.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 510 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
A verdict of guilty or a plea of guilty to a felony offense under this chapter other than indecent exposure shall operate as an application for a restraining order limiting the contact of the defendant and the person identified as the victim in the indictment, unless the victim requests otherwise.

(2)
The court shall give the defendant notice of his or her right to request a hearing on the application for a restraining order. If the defendant waives his or her right to a hearing on this matter, then the court may issue a restraining order without a hearing.

(3)
If the defendant requests a hearing, it may be held at the time of verdict or plea of guilty, unless the victim or defendant requests otherwise. The hearing shall be held in the court where the verdict or plea of guilty was entered.

(4)
The order may restrain the defendant from making contact with the victim. The forms of contact to be restrained in the order shall include speaking to the victim, corresponding with the victim, harassing the victim, threatening the victim, touching the victim, stalking or following the victim, and doing any other act to or in relation to the victim which the court orders in addition to the specific forms of contact prohibited by this section. All terms of the court's order shall be placed in writing and the defendant shall be given a copy of that order.

(5)
The prohibited forms of contact shall not include contacts between the defendant's attorney and the victim, the payment of restitution in the manner specified by the court, or any other form of contact permitted in writing by the court.

(6)
At any time after the entry of a restraining order the defendant or the victim of the crime may petition the court to:

(a)
Reduce or modify the prohibited forms of contact;

(b)
Increase the prohibited forms of contact; or

(c)
Vacate the no contact order.

(7)
Upon receipt of such a petition the court shall set a hearing with notice to the defendant and the victim of the crime.

(8)
The restraining order shall be issued on a form prescribed by the Administrative Office of the Courts.

(9)
Within twenty-four (24) hours of entry of a restraining order or entry of an order rescinding or modifying a restraining order, the circuit clerk shall forward a copy of the order to the Law Enforcement Information Network of Kentucky (LINK).

(10)
A restraining order issued under this section shall be enforced in any county of the Commonwealth. A peace officer acting in good faith in enforcing a restraining order shall be immune from criminal and civil liability.

(11)
Personal information of the victim contained in any restraining order shall be subject to protection from disclosure.

(12)
A person is guilty of violating a no contact order when he or she intentionally violates any of the provisions of an order issued pursuant to this section.

(13)
Violation of a no contact order is a Class A misdemeanor.
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