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AN ACT relating to eminent domain.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 416 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
Every grant of authority contained in the Kentucky Revised Statutes to exercise the power of eminent domain shall be subject to the condition that the authority be exercised only to effectuate a public use of the condemned property.

(2)
"Public use" shall include and be limited to:

(a)
Ownership of the property by the Commonwealth or a political subdivision of the Commonwealth;

(b)
The possession, occupation, or enjoyment of the property as a matter of right by the Commonwealth or a political subdivision of the Commonwealth;

(c)
The use of the property for the creation or functioning of public utilities or common carriers as specifically authorized by statute; and

(d)
The acquisition and transfer of property to public or private parties for the purpose of eliminating blighted areas, slum areas, or unsafe or unsanitary areas in accordance with statutory requirements and procedures.

(3)
It is not a "public use" to exercise the power of eminent domain to acquire property for private ownership or control, including for economic development.

(4)
(a)
No provision in the law of the Commonwealth shall be construed to authorize the condemnation of private property for transfer to a private owner solely for the purpose of economic development that benefits the general public only indirectly, such as by increasing the tax base, increasing tax revenue, increasing employment, or promoting the general economic health of the community.

(b)
The term "private owner" shall be liberally construed to prevent the use of a long-term lease, option to purchase, or any other mechanism intended to defeat the purpose of this section, which is to limit the acquisition of property by eminent domain when the acquisition is primarily for the benefit of private entities. This provision shall not prohibit the sale or lease of property to private entities that occupy an incidental area within a public project or building.

(5)
(a)
The authorization for the use of eminent domain proceedings to take or damage property is an exclusive power of the Commonwealth, political subdivisions of the Commonwealth, and entities authorized by statute to use eminent domain.

(b)
Neither the Commonwealth, a political subdivision of the Commonwealth, nor a public entity authorized by statute to use eminent domain shall delegate the power of eminent domain to any other person or organization, nor shall it exercise the power of eminent domain except as provided in this section.

(6)
If another statute authorizes a more limited power of eminent domain which is consistent with the provisions of this section, that limited power of eminent domain shall prevail.
Section 2.   KRS 56.505 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
It is hereby found, determined and declared as a legislative finding of fact that the general welfare and well-being of the citizens of the Commonwealth is inextricably connected with and related to the economic opportunities which may be created and made available to them and that it is the legitimate business of Kentucky state government in an increasingly complex society to provide to the maximum extent practicable the impetus for economic development in the Commonwealth by the creation and financing of programs which will directly and proximately cause the location of major industries in the Commonwealth.

(2)
It is hereby further found, determined and declared as a legislative finding of fact that the establishment of major manufacturing, processing and assembling facilities on sites which may be acquired and developed by the Commonwealth for such uses will proximately result in increased tax revenues to the Commonwealth, as taxing entity, including state corporate income taxes, state income taxes paid by employees who work in such facilities, state property taxes, state corporation license taxes and state sales and use taxes, which would not be received by the Commonwealth but for the establishment of such manufacturing, processing and assembling facilities and which tax receipts are hereby found, determined and declared to constitute receipt of value by the Commonwealth for the lease or conveyance of any such sites, as developed and improved, to persons, firms and corporations establishing major manufacturing, processing and assembling facilities on such sites.

(3)
It is the purpose of KRS 56.510, 56.513 and 56.514 to promote the gainful employment, business and economic development opportunities and general welfare of the citizens and residents of the Commonwealth by the creation of authority to enable the Commonwealth to acquire real estate for use as manufacturing, processing and assembling sites, and to develop such sites for occupancy, use, lease or conveyance to industrial corporations, partnerships and other entities which will provide citizens and residents of the Commonwealth with employment opportunities and will provide to the Commonwealth additional tax revenues. The authority granted by KRS 56.510, 56.513 and 56.514 and the purposes to be accomplished by this section are hereby declared to be public purposes for which public money may be expended. The General Assembly hereby declares that financing the acquisition and development of sites for industries pursuant to KRS 56.510, 56.513 and 56.514 is governmental and public in nature.

(4)
The provisions of this section shall be utilized only in a manner consistent with the provisions of Section 1 of this Act.

Section 3.   KRS 56.515 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
When the cabinet finds that the purposes of the State Fair Board and the public purposes of the Commonwealth would be promoted by the construction of buildings and improvements on land in the custody of the State Fair Board as defined in KRS 247.140(1)(a), it may, in addition to any other method prescribed by law, authorize the construction of such buildings and improvements by private capital under a conveyance and leaseback agreement authorized by subsection (2) of this section, or under a mortgage agreement authorized by subsection (3) of this section.

(2)
The cabinet may convey the fee interest in any of the land described in subsection (1) of this section to a private individual, corporation, or partnership to which such land has been or will be leased, subject to a written agreement by such individual, corporation, or partnership to construct such buildings and improvements and to reconvey the fee interest to the Commonwealth subject to a mortgage placed on the fee interest by such individual, corporation, or partnership for the purpose of securing private financing for the construction of such buildings and improvements; provided, however, that such mortgage shall not constitute a general obligation or debt of the Commonwealth and that the Commonwealth may, in the event of default, redeem the mortgage if it so elects.

(3)
The cabinet may agree that a private individual, corporation, or partnership to which any of the land described in subsection (1) of this section has been leased may, in order to secure private financing for the construction of such buildings and improvements, have the right to grant against its leasehold interest a first mortgage lien in an amount sufficient to pay fully the costs of the construction of such buildings and improvements, to which all rights of the Commonwealth shall be subordinate and inferior; provided, however, that such first mortgage lien shall not constitute a general debt or obligation of the Commonwealth.

(4)
Any agreement made under this section shall be made only with the written consent of the State Fair Board and the State Property and Buildings Commission and shall be signed in the name of the Commonwealth by the secretary of the Finance and Administration Cabinet and the Governor and shall be lodged for record in the Office of the Secretary of State.

(5)
The provisions of this section shall be utilized only in a manner consistent with the provisions of Section 1 of this Act.

Section 4.   KRS 56.590 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
When the cabinet finds that the general welfare of the State Capitol and its environs and the public purposes of the Commonwealth would be promoted by the construction of buildings and improvements on land owned by the Commonwealth in the vicinity of and complimentary to the Capital Plaza in the capital city, it may, in addition to any other methods prescribed by law, authorize the construction of such buildings and improvements as provided in this section.

(2)
The costs of constructing buildings and improvements determined to be needed by the cabinet under this section may be paid in whole or in part (a) out of funds specifically appropriated for the construction of such buildings and improvements, or (b) out of funds derived or which may be derived from the issuance and sale of revenue bonds as authorized by this chapter or by KRS Chapter 58, or (c) by private capital under a conveyance and leaseback agreement as authorized by this section, or (d) by any combination of said methods.

(3)
When the cabinet authorizes the construction of buildings and improvements under this section, the costs of which are proposed to be financed wholly by private capital under a conveyance and leaseback agreement, or partly by private capital in combination with any other method authorized by subsection (2) of this section, the cabinet, acting for and on behalf of the Commonwealth, may convey the fee simple or any lesser interest in, including air rights above, any land owned by the Commonwealth in the vicinity of the Capital Plaza to any person, corporation, or partnership, to which such land or any interest therein has been or will be leased, subject to a written agreement by such person, corporation, or partnership to construct such buildings and improvements thereon and to reconvey such land to the Commonwealth subject to a mortgage placed on the land or interest therein by the person, corporation or partnership, for the purpose of securing private financing of all or a part of the costs of construction of such buildings and improvements, and for the leaseback to such person, corporation or partnership of such land, buildings and improvements. Any mortgage placed on the land under this subsection shall not constitute a general obligation or debt of the Commonwealth but the Commonwealth may, in the event of default, redeem the mortgage if it so elects.

(4)
The cabinet may divide any building or improvement project authorized under this section into two (2) or more parts or units for purposes of financing the costs of construction of each such part or unit and may agree that the Commonwealth's interest in any part or unit of such project conveyed to any person, corporation or partnership, and reconveyed to the Commonwealth subject to a mortgage as authorized by subsection (3) of this section may be subordinate and inferior to such mortgage, provided, however, that such mortgage shall not constitute a general obligation or debt of the Commonwealth, and the Commonwealth may, in the event of default, redeem the mortgage if it so elects.

(5)
Any agreements made under this section shall be made only with the written consent of the State Property and Buildings Commission and shall be signed in the name of the Commonwealth by the secretary of the Finance and Administration Cabinet and the Governor and shall be lodged for record in the office of the Secretary of State.

(6)
The provisions of this section shall be utilized only in a manner consistent with the provisions of Section 1 of this Act.

Section 5.   KRS 58.010 is amended to read as follows:

As used in KRS 58.010 to 58.140, unless the context requires otherwise: 

(1)
"Public project" means any lands, buildings, or structures, works or facilities (a) suitable for and intended for use as public property for public purposes or suitable for and intended for use in the promotion of the public health, public welfare or the conservation of natural resources, including medical office buildings contiguous to hospital facilities, and shall also include the planning of any such lands, buildings, structures, works or facilities; or (b) suitable for and intended for use for the purpose of creating or increasing the public recreational, cultural and related business facilities of a community, including such structures as concert halls, museums, stadiums, theaters and other public facilities, together with related and appurtenant parking garages, offices and office buildings for rental in whole or in part to private tenants, dwelling units and apartment buildings for rental in whole or in part to private tenants, commercial and retail businesses, stores or other establishments, and any structure or structures or combination of the foregoing, or other structures having as their primary purpose the creation, improvement, revitalization, renewal or modernization of a central business or shopping community, and shall also include existing lands, buildings, structures, works and facilities, as well as improvements or additions to any such lands, buildings, structures, works or facilities. The provisions of this section shall be utilized only in a manner consistent with the provisions of Section 1 of this Act.
(2)
"Public project" as defined herein shall include projects intended for use as public property for public purposes by another governmental agency, including the United States government, other than the governmental agency acquiring the land or constructing the building, structure or facility. 

(3)
"Governmental agency" means the Commonwealth of Kentucky as such acting by or through any department, instrumentality or agency thereof, or any county, city, agency or instrumentality or other political subdivision of the Commonwealth. 

Section 6.   KRS 58.180 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
(a)
As used herein, the term "public project" shall have the same meaning as ascribed to such term by KRS 58.010, and the term "public project" shall include, inter alia, but not by way of limitation, public facilities such as sewers, sewage treatment works, water systems, streets, sidewalks and other public ways, both vehicular and pedestrian, parks and recreational and sports facilities, hospitals and health facilities, educational facilities, drainage and reclamation projects, jails, municipal buildings, public docks, wharves and port facilities, solid waste disposal facilities, pollution control systems, mass commuting and transport systems, industrial parks, courthouses and other public buildings, public parking and garage facilities, and other edifices, projects and like things and objects intended for governmental and public purposes. The provisions of this section shall be utilized only in a manner consistent with the provisions of Section 1 of this Act.
(b)
As used herein, the term "governmental agency" shall mean any division of the Commonwealth which is a municipal corporation and political subdivision of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, or to which has been delegated the right to exercise part of the sovereign power of the Commonwealth.

(2)
Any governmental agency may create a nonprofit corporation pursuant to the provisions of KRS 273.161 to 273.390, inclusive, to act as the agency and instrumentality and the constituted authority of such governmental agency in the acquisition and financing of any public project which may be undertaken by such governmental agency pursuant to the provisions of Kentucky law and thus accomplish a public purpose of such governmental agency. Such corporation, upon direction of such governmental agency, shall be authorized to issue its bonds, notes or other obligations on behalf of such governmental agency for the acquisition and financing of one or more public projects on behalf of such governmental agency, and may pledge for the amortization of such bonds, notes or other obligations all revenues derived from the operation of such public project or public projects, including specifically all revenues derived from the leasing of such public project or public projects directly to the governmental agency upon whose behalf and upon whose direction such bonds, notes or other obligations are issued. Provided, however, that no bonds or other obligations shall be authorized under the provisions of this chapter for the construction or acquisition of telephone, gas, or electric facilities unless such electric facilities are constructed or maintained to provide service solely to the customers of the municipal utility.

(3)
It shall be provided in any such financing (i) that upon the retirement and discharge of the bonds, notes or other obligations issued by such corporation at the direction of and on behalf of such governmental agency, title to the public project or public projects so acquired shall vest in such governmental agency; (ii) that in the event of default with respect to such bonds, notes or other obligations, the governmental agency shall have the exclusive option to acquire the public project or public projects for the amount required to discharge such bonds, notes or other obligations, and is provided a reasonable time to exercise such option; (iii) that the issuance of such bonds, notes or other obligations shall be directed by and approved by such governmental agency not more than sixty (60) days prior to the date of issue of such obligations; and (iv) that no bonds, notes or other obligations shall be issued by such corporation for and on behalf of such governmental agency except upon express direction of such governmental agency.

(4)
Any governmental agency creating a corporation pursuant to this section to act for and on behalf of, and as the agency and instrumentality of, such governmental agency in the acquisition and financing of a public project or public projects shall, at all times either (i) exercise organizational control over such corporation by creating the corporation pursuant to this section, and retain authority at any and all times to alter or change the structure, organization, programs or activities of the corporation, including the power to terminate existence of the corporation, subject to any limitation on the impairment of contracts entered into by such corporation, or shall (ii) exercise supervisory control over such corporation as may be deemed proper by the governmental agency in the administration of the corporation's activities as a constituted authority of such governmental agency, and as may be required from time to time by federal law in order to qualify the corporation to issue bonds, notes or other obligations on behalf of the governmental agency.

(5)
It shall be provided, inter alia, in the articles of incorporation of any such corporation and constituted authority created to act as the agency and instrumentality of a governmental agency and to finance public projects for such governmental agency on its behalf and thereby accomplish a public purpose of such governmental agency, (i) that any net revenues of such corporation beyond those necessary for retirement of indebtedness, or implementation of the public purpose or purposes of the corporation and the governmental agency shall not inure to the benefit of any person other than the governmental agency; (ii) that upon dissolution of the corporation, title to all property owned by such corporation shall vest in the governmental agency; and (iii) that the corporation shall be created and operated solely and only to accomplish one or more of the public purposes of the governmental agency and for the acquisition and financing of public projects for and on behalf of such governmental agency.

(6)
The governing body of such corporation shall consist solely and only of the following individuals:

(a)
Public officials of the governmental agency as ex officio members; or

(b)
Persons appointed by the governmental agency or by public officials of the governmental agency.

Section 7.   KRS 56.505 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
It is hereby found, determined and declared as a legislative finding of fact that the general welfare and well-being of the citizens of the Commonwealth is inextricably connected with and related to the economic opportunities which may be created and made available to them and that it is the legitimate business of Kentucky state government in an increasingly complex society to provide to the maximum extent practicable the impetus for economic development in the Commonwealth by the creation and financing of programs which will directly and proximately cause the location of major industries in the Commonwealth.

(2)
It is hereby further found, determined and declared as a legislative finding of fact that the establishment of major manufacturing, processing and assembling facilities on sites which may be acquired and developed by the Commonwealth for such uses will proximately result in increased tax revenues to the Commonwealth, as taxing entity, including state corporate income taxes, state income taxes paid by employees who work in such facilities, state property taxes, state corporation license taxes and state sales and use taxes, which would not be received by the Commonwealth but for the establishment of such manufacturing, processing and assembling facilities and which tax receipts are hereby found, determined and declared to constitute receipt of value by the Commonwealth for the lease or conveyance of any such sites, as developed and improved, to persons, firms and corporations establishing major manufacturing, processing and assembling facilities on such sites.

(3)
It is the purpose of KRS 56.510, 56.513 and 56.514 to promote the gainful employment, business and economic development opportunities and general welfare of the citizens and residents of the Commonwealth by the creation of authority to enable the Commonwealth to acquire real estate for use as manufacturing, processing and assembling sites, and to develop such sites for occupancy, use, lease or conveyance to industrial corporations, partnerships and other entities which will provide citizens and residents of the Commonwealth with employment opportunities and will provide to the Commonwealth additional tax revenues. The authority granted by KRS 56.510, 56.513 and 56.514 and the purposes to be accomplished by this section are hereby declared to be public purposes for which public money may be expended. The General Assembly hereby declares that financing the acquisition and development of sites for industries pursuant to KRS 56.510, 56.513 and 56.514 is governmental and public in nature.

(4)
The provisions of this section shall be utilized only in a manner consistent with the provisions of Section 1 of this Act.

Section 8.   KRS 56.510 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
In carrying out the purposes of this chapter, and in providing for the expenditure of funds for the acquisition of real estate or for a building project for the state or for any state agency, the cabinet may find that the cost may be paid in whole or in part:

(a)
Out of the funds appropriated specifically for capital outlay purposes;

(b)
Out of funds directly appropriated to the involved state agency which may legally be available for the purpose;

(c)
Out of funds derived or which may be derived by the issuance and sale of revenue bonds by the commission (but only for the purpose of acquiring property for use by the state government or one of its departments or agencies, but not including any independent municipal corporation or political subdivision); or

(d)
By any one (1) or a combination of said methods of financing. Any such findings providing for the issuance and sale of bonds shall be submitted to the commission for final determination. When any funds appropriated to or standing to the credit of a particular state agency are to be used for a purpose of the character above contemplated, the head of the agency may direct that the funds be transferred to the credit of the Finance and Administration Cabinet and made available for expenditure by the Finance and Administration Cabinet for the agreed purpose. Industrial development projects may be financed by the issuance of revenue bonds of the commission only at the request of the Cabinet for Economic Development, subject to the provisions of subsection (3) of this section.

(2)
In any case where the expenditures for the acquisition of real estate or for a building project for the state or any state agency are to be financed in whole or in part by the issuance or sale of revenue bonds, the commission may provide that the title to any real estate which may be so acquired shall not vest in the Commonwealth until the revenue bonds, together with interest thereon, have been paid in full. In such cases the commission may, by agreement or in a trust indenture securing the payment of such revenue bonds, provide that the title of such real estate may be vested in some other state agency, or in a trustee named in such indenture, until the revenue bonds, together with the interest thereon, have been paid in full. It shall be provided in any such financing:

(a)
That upon the retirement and discharge of the bonds, notes, or other obligations issued by the commission at the direction of and on behalf of a state agency, title to the public project or public projects so acquired shall vest in the Commonwealth;

(b)
That in the event of default with respect to such bonds, notes, or other obligations, the Commonwealth shall have the exclusive option to acquire the public project or public projects for the amount required to discharge such bonds, notes, or other obligations, and is provided a reasonable time to exercise such option;

(c)
That the issuance of such bonds, notes, or other obligations shall be directed by and approved by such state agency not more than sixty (60) days prior to the date of issue of such obligations; and

(d)
That no bonds, notes, or other obligations shall be issued by the commission for and on behalf of such state agency except upon express direction of such state agency.

(3)
(a)
In any case where the expenditures for the acquisition, installation and construction of an industrial development project will be financed in whole or in part by the issuance or sale of revenue bonds, the commission may provide that the title to the industrial development project which may be so acquired shall be conveyed to the industrial entity which will occupy and utilize the industrial development project; provided, however, that such conveyance shall only be made if:

1.
The subject industrial entity agrees in writing prior to the issuance of any revenue bonds to construct and acquire in connection with the industrial development project manufacturing, processing and assembling facilities satisfactory to the commission;

2.
The commission makes a finding in writing, that, based upon diligent investigation, the aggregate incremental taxes to be received by the Commonwealth as a result of such industrial development project are reasonably expected, over the life of the revenue bond issue, to be at least equal to the principal amount of any revenue bonds issued to finance such industrial development project;

3.
The industrial development project is separately approved in writing by the Governor;

4.
The industrial development project is separately approved and authorized by the General Assembly; and

5.
Any revenue bond proceedings for the financing of an industrial development project provide that in the event of any disposition by an industrial entity of any such industrial development project previously conveyed to such industrial entity prior to the collection by the Commonwealth of incremental taxes in the amount specified in subparagraph 2. of this paragraph, the subject industrial entity shall pay to the Commonwealth an amount equal to the difference between the aggregate incremental taxes collected by the Commonwealth to such date of disposition and the principal amount of such revenue bonds;

(b)
As an alternate to the initial conveyance of an industrial development project to an industrial entity, such industrial development project may be leased to such industrial entity upon such terms as the commission and the Cabinet for Economic Development shall determine to be proper, and in such case, subject to the provisions of subparagraphs 1., 2. and 3. of paragraph (a) of this subsection, provision may also be made for title to such industrial development project to be conveyed to the subject industrial entity at such time as the Commonwealth has collected incremental taxes in respect of the industrial development project in an amount equal to the principal amount of any revenue bonds issued to finance such industrial development project;

(c)
It is hereby determined and declared as a legislative finding of fact that the provisions and requirements of paragraphs (a) and (b) of this subsection provide for the receipt by the Commonwealth of fair market value for any industrial development project conveyed to an industrial entity pursuant to this subsection; and

(d)
The Cabinet for Economic Development is authorized and empowered to initiate industrial development projects and to finance such projects pursuant to the provisions of this chapter. When revenue bonds are issued for the financing of any such industrial development project, the Cabinet for Economic Development is authorized and empowered to enter into financing agreements or lease agreements with the commission providing for the making of financing payments by the Cabinet for Economic Development from appropriations made to the Cabinet for Economic Development as, if and when received, for the amortization of revenue bonds so issued, provided that no such obligation shall be binding upon the Cabinet for Economic Development for a period extending beyond the legislative biennium during which such obligation is incurred, but such obligation may be renewed during successive biennial periods by the Cabinet for Economic Development. The issuance of any revenue bonds, notes or other obligations for the financing of industrial development projects shall be directed by and approved by the Cabinet for Economic Development not more than sixty (60) days prior to the date of the issue of such obligations, and no bonds, notes or other obligations shall be issued by the commission for and on behalf of the Cabinet for Economic Development, except upon such express direction and upon compliance with this subsection. Any portion of an industrial development project may be financed by a city or county of the Commonwealth in the same manner as a financing by the commission under this section, KRS 56.513 and 56.514 or pursuant to the statutory authority of such city or county. In such event, the Cabinet for Economic Development may enter into similar financing agreements or lease agreements with such city or county in order to make proper provision for such financing.

(4)
The cabinet, in providing for the expenditure of funds for any of the purposes mentioned in this section, or the commission in providing for the issuance and sale of revenue bonds, shall have power to provide by agreement with the state agency affected, or by provision in the trust indenture securing the bonds, such terms and conditions as may be considered appropriate and reasonable so as to permit either the leasing to, and use by, any state agency of any building project or the conveyance or lease of any industrial development project to any industrial entity, any such building project to be paid for by such state agency either:

(a)
From its own appropriation;

(b)
By the issuance of revenue bonds; or

(c)
By means of a proposal to pay a rental for the use of all or any part of any building proposed to be constructed and any such industrial development project to be paid for by the Cabinet for Economic Development by the issuance of revenue bonds of the commission, subject to the provisions of subsection (3) of this section, and amortization of such revenue bonds by the Cabinet for Economic Development.


The cabinet or the commission, in making any such lease agreement or financing agreement, or in making provision in any trust indenture securing revenue bonds, is authorized and empowered to lease all or any part of the facility financed for such term and upon such conditions and for such considerations or enter into financing agreements with the Cabinet for Economic Development in respect of any industrial development project as may appear to be in the public interest.

(5)
The provisions of this section shall be utilized only in a manner consistent with the provisions of Section 1 of this Act.

Section 9.   KRS 65.112 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
The provisions of any other law, rule, or regulation notwithstanding, if any city, county, public body corporate or politic, or special district or subdistrict furnishes or proposes to furnish sewage treatment utility services to customers of another sewage treatment utility by means of all or any part of the installations owned or paid for by that other sewage treatment utility, then the city, county, public body, district, or subdistrict taking over or proposing to take over the customers shall pay just compensation for these installations prior to the time the customers are taken over. If an agreement for compensation is not reached, then just compensation for the installations shall be payable by the city, county, public body, district, or subdistrict after condemnation as provided for in the Eminent Domain Act of Kentucky.

(2)
There is hereby granted to any city, county, public body corporate or politic, or special district or subdistrict the power of eminent domain with respect to sewage treatment plants, facilities, and installations owned by sewage treatment utilities. This power of eminent domain shall be exercisable in the manner prescribed by the Eminent Domain Act of Kentucky.

(3)
Any city, county, public body corporate or politic, or special district or subdistrict shall be entitled to surcharge customers so as to recover the amount of compensation paid for installations acquired under this section by agreement or condemnation.

(4)
The provisions of this section shall be utilized only in a manner consistent with the provisions of Section 1 of this Act.

Section 10.   KRS 65.493 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
A county containing a city of the first class or a city of the first class may establish a development area for the purpose of creating a pilot program to utilize tax increment financing or a grant program based upon the increment in state tax revenues for the redevelopment and revitalization of these development areas within their communities.

(2)
A development area in a county containing a city of the first class shall be located within ten (10) miles of the central business district of the largest city within the county and shall be within one (1) mile of one (1) or more economic development assets having employers, with at least one thousand (1,000) employees, who will leverage and promote investment in the zone.

(3)
A development area in a county containing a city of the first class shall have adequate roads, sewers, water, rail service, and an interstate highway interchange directly available.

(4)
At least fifty percent (50%) of a development area in a county containing a city of the first class, excluding roads, utility easements, and other infrastructure-related improvements, shall be composed of land that is a brownfield site or other land compatible for industrial or commercial uses to permit and facilitate redevelopment and reuse of land in the development area compatible with the adjacent economic development assets.

(5)
The provisions of this section shall be utilized only in a manner consistent with the provisions of Section 1 of this Act.

Section 11.   KRS 65.497 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
Each taxing district is authorized to execute a contract of release with any agency in acknowledgment of benefits to be derived by it within the development area with an existing economic development asset as leveraged in part by the undertaking of a project, and in order to promote the public purposes of the taxing district.

(2)
Any contract signed for the release of increments shall be made on the basis of automatic year-to-year renewals, with the option to discontinue upon sixty (60) days' notice before the end of any annual termination date of the contract.

(3)
The state, acting by and through the Governor, is authorized to execute a grant contract with any agency in acknowledgment of benefits to be derived by it with the development area with an existing economic development asset as leveraged in part by the undertaking of a project, and in order to promote the public purpose of the state.

(4)
Any grant contract signed for an amount equal to the increment derived from the development area shall be made on the basis of automatic year-to-year renewals, with the option to discontinue upon sixty (60) days' notice before the end of any annual termination date of the contract.

(5)
The provisions of this section shall be utilized only in a manner consistent with the provisions of Section 1 of this Act.

Section 12.   KRS 65.530 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
The purposes of the authority shall be to establish, maintain, operate, and expand necessary and proper riverport and river navigation facilities, and to acquire and develop property, or rights therein within the economic environs, the home county, or any county adjacent thereto, of the riverport or proposed riverport to attract directly or indirectly river-oriented industry. It shall have the duty and such powers as may be necessary or desirable to promote and develop navigation, river transportation, riverports, and riverport facilities, and to attract industrial or commercial operations to the property held as industrial parks.

(2)
The authority shall establish and fix reasonable rates, charges, and fees for the use of the riverport facilities which shall be published in a newspaper of general circulation in the county in which the riverport is located. In fixing rates, charges, or fees the authority may take into consideration, among other factors, the total capital investment of the authority, the revenue needed properly to maintain such facilities, the revenue needed properly to expand the riverport and its facilities, the portion of the facilities utilized by the licensee or contracting party and its customers, and the volume and type of business conducted. Any party aggrieved by the rates, charges, or fees may appeal from the action of the authority to the Circuit Court of the county within which the authority operates, within ninety (90) days from the date that the authority finally publishes the rates, charges, or fees and gives notice of same to the contracting party or licensee. The Circuit Court may hear evidence and determine whether or not the rates, charges, or fees are, or are not, reasonable in amount. Appeal from the judgment of the Circuit Court may be prosecuted as any other civil appeal.

(3)
The authority shall also have power, from time to time, to fix rates, charges, or fees by contract, or by publishing general rates, charges, or fees for commercial vendors, concessionaires, or other persons for the use or occupancy of riverport facilities under the terms and conditions it deems to be in the best interest of maintaining, operating, or expanding necessary riverport facilities, and the public use thereof.

(4)
The authority may acquire by contract, lease, purchase, option, gift, condemnation, or otherwise any real or personal property, or rights therein, necessary or suitable for establishing, developing, operating, or expanding riverports, riverport facilities, water navigation facilities, including spoilage areas for the disposal of materials dredged from river bottoms in an effort to improve the navigability of rivers, reserve storage areas and reserves of bulk materials utilized by the authority or any person acting as the authority's agent or licensee, and industrial parks or sites within the economic environs of the riverport or proposed riverport. The authority may erect, equip, operate, and maintain on the property buildings and equipment necessary and proper for riverport and water navigation facilities. The authority may dispose of any real or personal property, or rights therein, which in the opinion of the authority is not needed for use as riverport or water navigation facilities, or use as industrial parks or sites. The authority may lease, sell, convey, or assign its interest in land owned, optioned, or otherwise held by it to any person for the purpose of constructing and/or operating any industrial or commercial facility or for the purpose of acting as the authority's agent or licensee in effectively carrying out any of its powers and duties. The provisions of this section shall be utilized only in a manner consistent with the provisions of Section 1 of this Act.
(5)
With the consent of the legislative body of the governmental unit in which the property to be condemned is located, the authority may by resolution, reciting that the property cannot be acquired by purchase or agreement and is needed for riverport, water navigation, or industrial purposes in accordance with the powers set forth in subsection (4) of this section, direct the condemnation of any property. The procedure for condemnation shall conform to the procedure set out in the Eminent Domain Act of Kentucky.

(6)
The authority may apply for, receive authorization for, establish, and operate a foreign trade zone, as permitted by 19 U.S.C. sec. 81, provided approval is obtained from the Cabinet for Economic Development.

Section 13.   KRS 65.684 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
For any development area for which increments do not include revenues from the Commonwealth, in addition to any other powers conferred by law, any city or county may exercise any powers necessary or convenient to carry out the purposes of KRS 65.680 to 65.699, including the power to:

(a)[(1)]
Create development areas and to define their boundaries;

(b)[(2)]
Undertake projects;

(c)[(3)]
Issue increment bonds and pledge increments to the payment of debt charges on those increment bonds;

(d)[(4)]
Create a special fund established for the deposit of increments and other funds that may be used or pledged for the payment of increment bonds and to pay the costs of projects;

(e)[(5)]
Utilize increments to pay the costs of economic development projects and for the payment of amounts due on increment bonds; and

(f)[(6)]
Impose assessments.

(2)
The provisions of this section shall be utilized only in a manner consistent with the provisions of Section 1 of this Act.

Section 14.   KRS 65.6971 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
A city, county, or agency shall submit an application to the Cabinet for Economic Development for approval of a development area for infrastructure development which includes revenues from the Commonwealth, the standards for which the Cabinet for Economic Development and the Commerce Cabinet shall establish through their operating procedures or by the promulgation of administrative regulations in accordance with KRS Chapter 13A. The Cabinet for Economic Development shall determine whether the development area described in the application constitutes a project of the type described in this section. The Cabinet for Economic Development, upon its determination, shall assign the application to the economic development authority or the tourism development authority, as appropriate, for further consideration and approval.

(2)
A development area for purposes of infrastructure development shall:

(a)
1.
Consist of at least fifty (50) acres of undeveloped land, unless approved otherwise by the economic development authority or the tourism development authority in consideration of the geography of the area; or

2.
Consist of at least one (1) acre constituting a brownfield site; and

(b)
1.
In the case of an economic development project, be under the control of, owned by, and operated by an agency at the commencement date; or

2.
In the case of a tourism attraction project, be under the control of, leased by, owned by, or operated by an agency at the commencement date.

(3)
With respect to each city, county, or agency that applies to the economic development authority or the tourism development authority for approval of a development area for infrastructure development, the economic development authority or the tourism development authority shall request materials and make all inquiries concerning the application the economic development authority or the tourism development authority deems necessary. Upon review of the application and requested materials, and completion of inquiries, the economic development authority or the tourism development authority may grant approval for:

(a)
The development area for infrastructure development;

(b)
Each project for which an application has been submitted to be located in the development area for infrastructure development, provided that each project approved for location in the development area for infrastructure development meets the criteria necessary in order to qualify for inducements under subchapters 22, 24, or 28 of KRS Chapter 154, or satisfies the requirements of a tourism development attraction defined under KRS 148.851;

(c)
The percentage of the Commonwealth’s portion of the increment that the Commonwealth agrees to distribute to the agency each year during the term of the grant contract;

(d)
The maximum amount of costs for infrastructure development for which the increment may be distributed to the agency; and

(e)
The master agreement constituting a grant contract and any addendum for each project approved for location in the development area for infrastructure development.

(4)
Prior to any approval by the economic development authority or the tourism development authority, the economic development authority or the tourism development authority shall have received an ordinance adopted by the city or county creating the development area and establishing the percentage of increment that the city and county are distributing each year to the agency for use in the infrastructure development of the development area for which economic development authority or the tourism development authority approval is sought. The economic development authority or the tourism development authority shall not approve a percentage of the Commonwealth’s portion of the increment to be distributed to the agency each calendar year with respect to a development area for infrastructure development greater than the percentage approved by the city or county creating the development area.

(5)
The maximum amount of increment available for development areas for infrastructure development is one hundred percent (100%).

(6)
The terms and conditions of each grant contract, including the master agreement constituting a grant contract and any addenda, are subject to negotiations between the economic development authority or the tourism development authority and the other parties to the grant contract. The grant contract shall include but not be limited to the following provisions: the activation date, the taxes to be included in the calculation of the increment, the percentage increment to be contributed by each taxing district, the maximum amount of infrastructure development costs, a description of the development area, the termination date, subject to extension through each addendum, and the requirement of the agency to annually certify to the economic development authority or the tourism development authority as to the use of the increment for payment of infrastructure development costs.

(7)
(a)
Any agency that enters into a grant contract for the release of any increments that may arise during the period of a grant contract shall, after each calendar year a grant contract is in effect, notify each taxing district obligated under the grant contract that an increment is due, and, in consultation with each taxing district, determine the respective portion of the total increment due from each taxing district. The agency shall then present the total increment due from the Commonwealth under the grant contract to the Department of Revenue for certification.

1.
Upon notice from the agency, each taxing district obligated under the grant contract, other than the Commonwealth, shall release to the agency the respective portion of the total increment due under the grant contract. The agency shall certify to the Department of Revenue on a calendar year basis the amount of the increment collected.
2.
Upon certification of the total increment due from the Commonwealth by the Department of Revenue, the department is authorized and directed to transfer the increment to a tax increment financing account established and administered by the Finance and Administration Cabinet for payment of the Commonwealth’s portion of the increment. Prior to disbursement by the Finance and Administration Cabinet of the funds from the tax increment financing account, the economic development authority or the tourism development authority shall notify the Finance and Administration Cabinet that the agency is in compliance with the terms of the grant contract. Upon notification, the Finance and Administration Cabinet is authorized and directed to release to the agency the Commonwealth's portion of the total increment due under the grant contract.

(b)
The Department of Revenue shall report to the economic development authority or the tourism development authority on a calendar year basis the amount of the total increment released to an agency.

(8)
The Department of Revenue shall have the authority to establish operating procedures for the administration and determination of the Commonwealth's increment.

(9)
The Department of Revenue or agency shall have no obligation to refund or otherwise return any of the increment to the taxpayer from whom the increment arose or is attributable. Further, no additional increment resulting from audit, amended returns or other activity for any period shall be transferred to the tax increment financing account after the initial release to the agency of the Commonwealth’s increment for that period.

(10)
The provisions of this section shall be utilized only in a manner consistent with the provisions of Section 1 of this Act.

Section 15.   KRS 67.080 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
The fiscal court may:

(a)
Appropriate county funds according to the provisions of KRS 68.210 to 68.360 for lawful purposes;

(b)
Sell and convey any real estate or personal property belonging to the county, and buy land for the use of the county, when necessary, for the lawful purposes of the county as provided for in this section and KRS 67.083. The fiscal court may appoint one (1) or more commissioners to sell or buy real estate under this subsection, subject to the approval of the fiscal court, and convey it to the purchaser, under the direction of the court, or have it conveyed to the court, by deed properly executed and recorded.

1.
When real property is purchased, the county shall pay no more than the highest appraised value, as determined by a Kentucky certified real property appraiser as defined in KRS 324A.010, or the price determined through exercising the power of eminent domain, if that power is used. A valuation of the real property shall not be required if the purchase price is forty thousand dollars ($40,000) or less;

2.
When real property is conveyed or sold, the county shall convey or sell it in accordance with KRS 67.0802; and

3.
When personal property is conveyed or sold, the county shall convey or sell it in accordance with KRS 67.0802;

(c)
Regulate and control the fiscal affairs of the county;

(d)
Cause correct accounts and records to be kept of all receipts and disbursements of the public funds of the county, employ a competent person to keep such accounts and records, pay such person a reasonable compensation for such services, and have the accounts of the county and all county officers audited, when necessary and in accordance with the provisions of KRS 43.070 and 64.810;

(e)
Exercise all the corporate powers of the county unless otherwise provided by law;

(f)
Establish all appointive offices, set the duties of those offices, and approve all appointments to those offices; and

(g)
Investigate all activities of the county government.

(2)
The fiscal court shall:

(a)
Appropriate county funds, according to the provisions of KRS 68.210 to 68.360, for purposes required by law;

(b)
As needed, cause the construction, operation, and maintenance of all county buildings and other structures, grounds, roads and other property;

(c)
Adopt an administrative code for the county; and

(d)
Provide for the incarceration of prisoners according to the provisions of KRS Chapter 441.

(3)
The fiscal court shall not exercise executive authority except as specifically assigned by statute.

(4)
The provisions of this section shall be utilized only in a manner consistent with the provisions of Section 1 of this Act.

Section 16.   KRS 67.085 is amended to read as follows:

Whenever the fiscal court of any county deems it to be in the best interest of the county to acquire the fee simple title to any real property within such county for any administrative or governmental purpose in addition to those now provided for by law and the fiscal court is unable to contract with the owner of the land, required for such purpose, for its purchase or to acquire the same by gift, the land may be condemned under the procedure set forth in the Eminent Domain Act of Kentucky, and said fiscal court may appropriate funds to pay for said real property. The provisions of this section shall be utilized only in a manner consistent with the provisions of Section 1 of this Act.
Section 17.   KRS 67C.101 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
The governmental and corporate functions vested in any city of the first class shall, upon approval by the voters of the county at a regular or special election, be consolidated with the governmental and corporate functions of the county containing the city. This single government replaces and supersedes the governments of the pre-existing city of the first class and its county.

(2)
(a)
A consolidated local government shall have all powers and privileges that cities of the first class and their counties are, or may hereafter be, authorized to exercise under the Constitution and the general laws of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, including but not limited to those powers granted to cities of the first class and their counties under their respective home rule powers.

(b)
A consolidated local government shall continue to exercise these powers and privileges notwithstanding repeal or amendment of any of the laws upon which the powers and privileges are based unless expressly repealed or amended for consolidated local governments.

(c)
In addition, a consolidated local government shall have other powers and privileges as the government may be authorized to exercise under the Constitution and general laws of the Commonwealth of Kentucky.

(d)
A consolidated local government is neither a city government nor a county government as those forms of government exist on July 15, 2002, but it is a separate classification of government which possess the greater powers conferred upon, and is subject to the lesser restrictions applicable to, county government and cities of the first class under the Constitution and general laws of the Commonwealth of Kentucky.

(e)
A consolidated local government shall be accorded the same sovereign immunity granted counties, their agencies, officers, and employees.

(3)
A consolidated local government shall have power and authority to:

(a)
Levy and collect taxes upon all property taxable for state purposes within the territorial limits of the consolidated local government not exempt by law from taxation;

(b)
License, tax, and regulate privileges, occupations, trades, and professions authorized by law, to be uniform throughout the jurisdiction;

(c)
Make appropriations for the support of the consolidated local government and provide for the payment of all debts and expenses of the consolidated local government and the debts and expenses of the county and city of which it is the successor;

(d)
Issue or cause to be issued bonds and other debt instruments that counties containing a city of the first class are authorized to issue or enter into all other financial transactions as may be permitted by law;

(e)
Purchase, lease, construct, maintain, or otherwise acquire, hold, use, and operate any property, real or personal, for any public purpose, and sell, lease, or otherwise dispose of any property, real or personal, belonging to a consolidated local government;

(f)
Exercise the power of eminent domain for any public purpose subject to the limitations and exceptions prescribed by the Constitution and the general laws of the Commonwealth of Kentucky;

(g)
Accept federal or state funds and other sources of revenue that are applicable to counties and cities of the first class. The provisions of this section shall be utilized only in a manner consistent with the provisions of Section 1 of this Act;

(h)
Establish, erect, maintain, and operate facilities for the confinement, detention, and rehabilitation of persons convicted of the violation of the ordinances and laws of a consolidated local government or the Commonwealth of Kentucky;

(i)
Pass and enforce by fines and penalties, if necessary, all ordinances, not inconsistent with law, as are expedient in maintaining the peace, good government, health, and welfare of the inhabitants of the county and prevent, abate, and remove nuisances;

(j)
Collect and dispose of garbage, junk, and other refuse, and regulate the collection and disposal of garbage, junk, and other refuse by others;

(k)
Provide for the redevelopment, renewal, or rehabilitation of blighted, deteriorated, or dilapidated areas;

(l)
Enforce zoning regulations;

(m)
Enter into contracts and agreements with other governmental entities and with private persons, firms, and corporations;

(n)
Adopt procedures for collective bargaining with its employees and for the certification of exclusive bargaining agents for groups of employees in accordance with the Constitution and general laws of the Commonwealth of Kentucky and its ordinances; and

(o)
Exercise all other powers and authorities granted to counties and cities of the first class by the general laws of the Commonwealth of Kentucky.

(4)
The powers of the consolidated local government shall be construed broadly in favor of the consolidated local government. The specific mention, or failure to mention, of particular powers in this section shall not be construed as limiting in any way the general or specific powers of a consolidated local government.

(5)
A consolidated local government shall have power and jurisdiction throughout the total area embraced by the official jurisdictional boundaries of the county.

(6)
A consolidated local government shall be known as............../.....................County Metro Government, which shall be the combination of the names of the largest city in existence on the date of the adoption of the consolidated local government and the county.

Section 18.   KRS 74.090 is amended to read as follows:

If it becomes necessary to acquire a right of way or land, and it cannot be acquired by purchase, the commission may condemn the needed property in the manner provided in the Eminent Domain Act of Kentucky. The owners of land sought to be condemned shall be made parties to the proceeding. Any damage awarded shall be paid by the commission out of the first funds available. The provisions of this section shall be utilized only in a manner consistent with the provisions of Section 1 of this Act.
Section 19.   KRS 76.080 is amended to read as follows:

The district created under the provisions of KRS 76.010 to 76.210 is empowered:

(1)
To have jurisdiction, control, possession, and supervision of the existing sewer and drainage system of the city of the first or second class; to maintain, operate, reconstruct, and improve the same as a comprehensive sewer and drainage system; to make additions, betterments, and extensions thereto within the district area; and to have all the rights, privileges, and jurisdiction necessary or proper for carrying such powers into execution. No enumeration of powers in KRS 76.010 to 76.210 shall operate to restrict the meaning of this general grant of power or to exclude other powers comprehended within this general grant.

(2)
To prepare or cause to be prepared and to be thereafter revised and adopted, plans, designs, and estimates of costs, of a system of trunk, intercepting, connecting, lateral, and outlet sewers, storm water drains, pumping and ventilating stations, disposal and treatment plants and works, and all other appliances and structures which in the judgment of the board will provide an effective and advantageous means for relieving the district area from inadequate sanitary and storm water drainage and from inadequate sanitary disposal and treatment of the sewage thereof, or such sections or parts of such system of the district area as the board may from time to time deem proper or convenient to construct, consistent with the plans and purposes of KRS 76.010 to 76.210, and may take all steps the board deems proper and necessary to effect the purposes of KRS 76.010 to 76.210.

(3)
To construct any additions, betterments and extensions to the facilities of the district, within or without the district area, and to construct any construction subdistrict facilities or additions, betterments and extensions thereto, within or without the district area, by contract or under, through, or by means of its own officers, agents and employees. No construction or extensions shall be started within the city of the first or second class until, firstly, the city's director of works, and secondly, its board of aldermen have approved the plans. No construction or extensions shall be started in any city of the second, third, or fourth class until the governing authorities of such city or cities have approved the plans. No construction or extensions shall be started in any other part of the county until the plans have been approved, firstly, by the county engineer and, secondly, by the fiscal court.

(4)
To establish, construct, operate, and maintain, as a part of the sewer and drainage system of the district, sewage treatment and disposal plants and systems and all the appurtenances and appliances thereunto belonging. The sewage treatment and disposal plants may be located in the city, or beyond the limits of the city in the county in which the city is located, as the board deems expedient.

(5)
To acquire and hold the personal property the board deems necessary and proper for carrying out the corporate purposes of the district and to dispose of personal property when the district has no further need therefor.

(6)
To acquire by purchase, gift, lease, or by condemnation, real property or any interest, right, easement, or privilege therein, as the board determines necessary, proper and convenient for the corporate purposes of the district, and to use the same so long as its corporate existence continues, and same is necessary or useful for the corporate purposes of the district. Condemnation proceedings may be instituted in the name of the district pursuant to a resolution of the board declaring the necessity for the taking, and the method of condemnation shall be the same as provided in the Eminent Domain Act of Kentucky. The provisions of this section shall be utilized only in a manner consistent with the provisions of Section 1 of this Act. When the board by resolution declares that any real property which it has acquired, or any interest therein, is no longer necessary or useful for the corporate purposes of the district, the real property and interest therein may be disposed of.

(7)
To make bylaws and agreements for the management and regulation of its affairs and for the regulation of the use of property under its control and for the establishment and collection of sewer rates, rentals and charges, which sewer rates, rentals and charges, applicable within the limits of a city of the first or second class, shall be subject to the approval, supervision and control of the legislative body of the city as hereinafter provided.

(8)
To make contracts and execute all instruments necessary or convenient in the premises.

(9)
To borrow money and to issue negotiable bonds and to provide for the rights of the holders thereof.

(10)
To fix and collect sewer rates, rentals, and other charges, for services rendered by the facilities of the district, which sewer rates, rentals, and other charges, applicable within the limits of a city of the first or second class, shall be subject to the approval, supervision and control of the legislative body of such city as hereinafter provided.

(11)
To enter on any lands, waters and premises for the purpose of making surveys, and soundings and examinations.

(12)
To approve or revise the plans and designs of all trunk, intercepting, connecting, lateral and outlet sewers, storm water drains, pumping and ventilating stations, disposal and treatment plants and works proposed to be constructed, altered or reconstructed by any other person or corporation, private or public, in the whole county, in order to insure that such proposed construction, alteration or reconstruction shall conform to and be a part of a comprehensive sewer and drainage system for the said county. No sewers, drains, pumping and ventilating stations, or disposal and treatment plants or works shall be constructed, altered or reconstructed without approval by the board of the district. Any such work shall be subject to inspection and supervision of the district.

Section 20.   KRS 76.110 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
The district shall have the power to acquire by purchase, gift or eminent domain proceedings, the fee or such right, title, interest or easement, in such lands as may be deemed by the district necessary for any of the purposes mentioned in KRS 76.010 to 76.295, whether within or without the district area or within or without a construction subdistrict and any personal property necessary for the purpose of the district. Such lands or interest therein, or personal property may be so acquired whether or not the same are owned or held for public use by corporations, associations, or other persons having the power of eminent domain, or otherwise held or used for public purposes. Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to confer upon or recognize in the district any power to acquire by agreement, purchase or gift, or by eminent domain proceedings, any fee, right, title, interest or easement in property under the jurisdiction of the department of highways or included within the boundaries of any sanitation district organized under KRS Chapter 220, except necessary rights of way for trunk sewers through such sanitation districts. Forthwith upon the acquisition of any such fee, right, title, interest or easement, or personal property, the same shall become dedicated to the uses and purposes of the district. 

(2)
The method of condemnation of such property shall be pursuant to the Eminent Domain Act of Kentucky. The provisions of this section shall be utilized only in a manner consistent with the provisions of Section 1 of this Act.
(3)
When a district has filed a proceeding to condemn land or any interest therein or personal property, pursuant to the provisions of the Eminent Domain Act of Kentucky, and the board of such district shall determine that the necessity for procuring possession of the property is urgent, it may pass a resolution, at the time that said condemnation is authorized or at any time thereafter for a declaration of taking, declaring that said lands are to be taken for the use of a metropolitan sewer district. Said declaration of taking shall contain, or have annexed thereto, the following: 

(a)
A statement of the authority under which and, the public use for which, said lands are taken; 

(b)
A description of the lands taken sufficient for identification thereof; 

(c)
A statement of the estate or interest in said lands taken for said public use; 

(d)
A plat showing the lands taken. 

(4)
At any time after the report of the commissioners has been made, the district may file said declaration of taking and make a deposit with the clerk of the court of the sum of money stated in the award of the commissioners appointed. Title to said lands in fee simple or such lesser estate as is specified in said declaration or to said personal property shall then vest in such metropolitan sewer district, and the right to just compensation for said land or interest therein or personal property shall vest in the persons entitled thereto. Said compensation shall be ascertained and awarded in said proceeding as otherwise provided in the Eminent Domain Act of Kentucky. 

Section 21.   KRS 80.150 is amended to read as follows:

If it becomes necessary to condemn property for the purpose of constructing any housing that an authority may be permitted to acquire, establish, and operate under KRS 80.020(1), or securing rights of way leading thereto, the authority may, by resolution reciting the need, order the condemnation of any land or improvement or interest in land, that it deems necessary. Proceedings for the condemnation shall be in the Circuit Court of the county in which the property lies, and shall be conducted in the name of the authority. The city attorney shall conduct the proceedings for the authority. The judgment of the court shall vest title in fee simple to the property condemned in the authority. In all other respects the form and manner of the proceedings shall be the same as that provided in the Eminent Domain Act of Kentucky. No payment or award in any condemnation proceedings, or for the cost or expense of the proceedings, shall be made except from funds provided under the authority of this chapter. The provisions of this section shall be utilized only in a manner consistent with the provisions of Section 1 of this Act.
Section 22.   KRS 80.500 is amended to read as follows:

An authority shall constitute a public body corporate and politic, exercising public and essential governmental functions, and having all the powers necessary or convenient to carry out and effectuate the purposes and provisions of KRS 80.320 to 80.610, including the following powers in addition to others herein granted: 

(1)
To sue and be sued; to have a seal and to alter the same at pleasure; to have perpetual succession; to make and execute contracts and other instruments necessary or convenient to the exercise of the powers of the authority; and to make and from time to time amend and repeal bylaws, rules and regulations, not inconsistent with KRS 80.320 to 80.610, to carry into effect the powers and purposes of the authority. 

(2)
Within its area of operation, to prepare, carry out, acquire, lease and operate housing; to provide for the construction, reconstruction, improvement, alteration or repair of any housing project or any part thereof. 

(3)
To arrange or contract for the furnishing by any person or agency, public or private, of services, privileges, works, or facilities for, or in connection with, a housing development or the occupants thereof; and (notwithstanding anything to the contrary contained in KRS 80.320 to 80.610 or in any other provision of law) to include in any contract let in connection with a development, stipulations requiring that the contractor and any subcontractors comply with requirements as to minimum wages and maximum hours of labor, and comply with any conditions which the federal government may have attached to its financial aid of the project. 

(4)
To lease or rent any dwellings, houses, accommodations, lands, buildings, structures or facilities embraced in any housing project and (subject to the limitations contained in KRS 80.320 to 80.610) to establish and revise the rents or charges therefor; to own, hold, and improve real or personal property; to purchase, lease, obtain options upon, acquire by gift, grant, bequest, devise, or otherwise any real or personal property or any interest therein; to acquire by the exercise of the power of eminent domain or condemnation any real property; to sell, lease, exchange, transfer, assign, pledge or dispose of any real or personal property or any interest therein; to insure or provide for the insurance of any real or personal property or operations of the authority against any risks or hazards. The provisions of this section shall be utilized only in a manner consistent with the provisions of Section 1 of this Act.
(5)
To invest any funds held in reserves or sinking funds, or any funds not required for immediate disbursement, in property or securities in which savings banks may legally invest funds subject to their control; to purchase its bonds at a price not more than the principal amount thereof and accrued interest, all bonds so purchased to be canceled. 

(6)
To exercise all or any part or combination of powers herein granted.

Section 23.   KRS 80.540 is amended to read as follows:

An authority shall have the right to acquire by condemnation any real property which it may deem necessary for its purposes under KRS 80.320 to 80.610 after the adoption by it of a resolution declaring that the acquisition of the real property described therein is necessary for such purposes. Proceedings for such condemnation shall be in accordance with the Eminent Domain Act of Kentucky and shall be conducted in the name of the authority by the attorney designated by the authority, and the judgment of the court shall vest title in fee simple to the property condemned in the authority. The provisions of this section shall be utilized only in a manner consistent with the provisions of Section 1 of this Act.
Section 24.   KRS 82.082 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
A city may exercise any power and perform any function within its boundaries, including the power of eminent domain in accordance with the provisions of the Eminent Domain Act of Kentucky, that is in furtherance of a public purpose of the city and not in conflict with a constitutional provision or statute.

(2)
A power or function is in conflict with a statute if it is expressly prohibited by a statute or there is a comprehensive scheme of legislation on the same general subject embodied in the Kentucky Revised Statutes including, but not limited to, the provisions of KRS Chapters 95 and 96.

(3)
The provisions of this section shall be utilized only in a manner consistent with the provisions of Section 1 of this Act.

Section 25.   KRS 82.110 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
A city may acquire by purchase, exercise of the power of eminent domain, option or lease, and may accept by way of grant, gift, devise or otherwise, a fee simple unencumbered title to, or any lesser interest in, lands which are suitable for and acceptable to a governmental agency as a site or sites for one or more governmental projects. The provisions of this section shall be utilized only in a manner consistent with the provisions of Section 1 of this Act.
(2)
In addition to such acquisition, a city may improve such lands in any manner which in the discretion of the governing body may be necessary or desirable to place the same in condition suitable and acceptable for use and occupancy, including, but not by way of limitation, demolition of existing buildings or structures, removal of debris, grading, provision of proper drainage, closure of public ways, establishment and improvement of new public ways, relocation and improvement of existing public ways, relocation of publicly or privately owned utility installations, erection of buildings, structures and other improvements, and extension of the services and facilities of any city-owned utility system to any such site or sites. 

Section 26.   KRS 82.180 is amended to read as follows:

Whenever any property authorized to be acquired under KRS 82.105 to 82.120 cannot be acquired by purchase upon terms which a city, or an agency thereof designated to act for it, deems to be reasonable, or whenever the owner is legally incapacitated, absent, unknown, or unable to convey valid title, the city, or the agency acting therefor, is hereby authorized and empowered to acquire such property by condemnation or the exercise of the power of eminent domain in the manner prescribed by the Eminent Domain Act of Kentucky. The provisions of this section shall be utilized only in a manner consistent with the provisions of Section 1 of this Act.

Section 27.   KRS 96.045 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
No municipality, in which there is located an existing electric, water or gas public utility plant or facility shall construct or cause to be constructed any similar utility plant or any similar public utility facility duplicating such existing plant or facility or to obtain or acquire any similar public utility plant or facility other than by the purchase of the existing plant or facility or by the acquisition of such existing plant or facility by the exercise of the power of eminent domain. The provisions of this section shall be utilized only in a manner consistent with the provisions of Section 1 of this Act.
(2)
"Municipality" means any county, city, town, village and municipal corporation of any and every class in the Commonwealth of Kentucky, and any board, commission or agency thereof.

(3)
All laws and parts of laws in conflict herewith to the extent of such conflict are repealed.

Section 28.   KRS 96.080 is amended to read as follows:

Any person constructing, maintaining or operating waterworks or pipelines for the supply of water to a municipality may condemn lands and materials necessary to carry out those purposes, in the manner prescribed in the Eminent Domain Act of Kentucky. The provisions of this section shall be utilized only in a manner consistent with the provisions of Section 1 of this Act.

Section 29.   KRS 96.175 is amended to read as follows:

Any board operating under the provisions of KRS 96.171 to 96.188 shall have the legal power and capacity to perform any act not repugnant to law and shall have the express power and capacity to do any and all acts or things necessary or convenient for the carrying out of the purposes of KRS 96.171 to 96.188, including, but not by way of limitation, the following express powers:

(1)
Acquire property, real and personal, tangible and intangible, necessary or incident to the proper conduct of its business.

(2)
Operate, maintain, improve and extend the electric and water plant, and provide electric and water service to any user or consumer within and without the boundaries of any municipality, and charge and collect reasonable rates therefor.

(3)
Fix and determine classifications, rates and charges for services; provided, however, the rates and charges so fixed and determined at all times shall be sufficient to produce revenues sufficient to pay all operating expenses, interest, and bond requirements, sinking fund requirements, adequate depreciation reserves, taxes, or payments in lieu of taxes, and reserves for contemplated extensions and improvements.

(4)
Construct, lease, operate and control any and all works, lines, buildings and other facilities across, along or under any street or public highway, and over any lands which are now or may be the property of the Commonwealth or of any county or municipality within this Commonwealth. The board shall, however, at its own expense, restore any such street or highway to its former condition and state as nearly as may be possible and shall not use the same in a manner as to impair its usefulness or to interfere with or obstruct the maintenance thereof. Before exercising these powers the board shall obtain a permit or consent or approval in writing from the governing authority of the municipality, or the fiscal court, or the Department of Highways, having appropriate jurisdiction over any and all of such respective streets or public highways.

(5)
Accept gifts, grants of property, real or personal, including money, from any person, municipality, or federal agency, and to accept voluntary and uncompensated services; provided, however, that when engineering services are required by the board no engineer or firm with which he is associated who is engaged in whole or in part in the business of buying or selling any electric or water equipment, machinery, fixtures, materials, supplies, or the sale or purchase of bonds shall be eligible for employment or for any service whatsoever under the provisions of KRS 96.171 to 96.188.

(6)
Contract debts and borrow money for the improvement and extension of any electric and water plant or for the refinancing of any existing bonded indebtedness on the property or any portion thereof, issue bonds therefor, provide for the rights of holders of the bonds and to secure the bonds as hereinafter provided, and pledge all or any of the net revenue derived from the electric and water plant to the payment of such debts or repayment of money borrowed.

(7)
The title to any property, real or personal, which the board may acquire shall vest in the municipality for the use and benefit of the electric and water system. The board shall have the power to sell or otherwise dispose of any personal property used or useful in the operation of the electric and water system which may be or become obsolete or otherwise determined by the board not to be necessary in the operation of the electric and water system. Any bill of sale or other instrument of conveyance shall be executed by the chairman of the board and attested by the secretary of the board.

(8)
Make contracts and execute instruments containing such covenants, terms and conditions as in the discretion of the board may be proper, necessary or advisable for the purpose of obtaining loans from any source, or grants, loans or other financial assistance from any governmental agency; make all other contracts and execute all other instruments as in the discretion of the board may be advisable in or for the furtherance of the operation, maintenance, improvement or extension of any electric and water plant and the furnishing of service; and carry out and perform the covenants, terms, and conditions of all such contracts or instruments, as well as all contracts and instruments in existence and effect at the time of the transfer of the property to the board as herein provided.

(9)
Enter on any lands, waters and premises for the purpose of making surveys, soundings and examinations in connection with the operation, maintenance, improvement or extension of any electric and water plant and the furnishing of service.

(10)
Do all acts and things necessary or convenient to carry out the powers expressly given in KRS 96.171 to 96.188, except sell, convey or mortgage the real property.

(11)
Make any contracts necessary or convenient for the full exercise of the powers herein granted, including, but not limited to, contracts for either the purchase or sale or both the purchase and sale of electric energy or power; and, in connection with any such contract with a governmental agency, the board may stipulate and agree to such covenants, terms, and conditions as it deems appropriate, including, but without limitation, covenants, terms, and conditions with respect to the resale rate, financial and accounting methods and the manner of disposing of the revenues or any part thereof derived from the operation of the plant as herein provided.

(12)
Acquire by purchase or the exercise of eminent domain all lands, easements, rights of way, either upon or under or above the ground, reasonably necessary or desirable in connection with the operation, maintenance or extension of an electric and water plant. The provisions of this section shall be utilized only in a manner consistent with the provisions of Section 1 of this Act.
(13)
The board shall have the power to accept the provisions of and conduct its operations under the provisions of the Kentucky Workers' Compensation Act.

(14)
The board shall have the power to establish, create, provide and maintain a pension plan for its employees, and to pay out of operating revenues, as an operating expense, such portion of the cost of the creation and maintenance of such pension plan as may be properly payable by the board.

Section 30.   KRS 96.178 is amended to read as follows:

Any board proceeding under KRS 96.171 to 96.188 shall have the right to acquire by the exercise of the power of eminent domain, all lands, easements, rights of way, either upon or under or above the ground, reasonably necessary or desirable in connection with the operation, maintenance, improvement or extension of its electric and water plant. The condemnation or eminent domain proceedings shall be brought in the name of the board, and proceed in the form and manner now prescribed for the condemnation of land by the Eminent Domain Act of Kentucky. The provisions of this section shall be utilized only in a manner consistent with the provisions of Section 1 of this Act.

Section 31.   KRS 96.541 is amended to read as follows:

As used in KRS 96.542 to 96.546, the term "acquire" shall mean and include construct, acquire by purchase, by lease, devise, gift, or the exercise of the right of eminent domain in the manner now or hereafter provided by law for the exercise thereof and acquisition by any other mode. The provisions of this section shall be utilized only in a manner consistent with the provisions of Section 1 of this Act.
Section 32.   KRS 96.542 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
Any city may acquire, maintain and operate an artificial gas system, together with extensions and necessary appurtenances thereto within or without the limits of the city. 

(2)
If any such artificial gas system is acquired from a company having a franchise, such system may be acquired under the provisions of the Eminent Domain Act of Kentucky, except as otherwise provided in KRS 96.543 to 96.546 and 96.600. 

(3)
The provisions of this section shall be utilized only in a manner consistent with the provisions of Section 1 of this Act.

Section 33.   KRS 96.547 is amended to read as follows:

Except as provided in KRS 96.550 to 96.900, any city utility shall have the same rights with respect to condemnation and eminent domain as given corporations and partnerships under KRS 278.502 and 416.130. The provisions of this section shall be utilized only in a manner consistent with the provisions of Section 1 of this Act.
Section 34.   KRS 96.590 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
Any board proceeding under KRS 96.550 to 96.900 shall have the right to acquire by the exercise of the power of eminent domain, all lands, easements, rights of way, either upon or under or above the ground, any existing electric plant, or that part of an electric plant within the corporate limits of such city, and any and all real estate, franchise or personal property reasonably necessary or desirable in connection with the construction or operation or maintenance of electric plants or improvements or extensions thereto; and the right of such board to acquire such electric plant and facilities hereby is declared to be a superior and paramount right and superior and paramount to any other public use. Provided, however, That no board, by exercise of the power of eminent domain, shall have the right to acquire any central generating plant or station or substation or transmission lines, dams, or other property or facilities primarily and principally used by any public or private utility in the production and transmission of electric energy by such public or private utility for use outside the area to be served by the municipal electric plant; and, Provided further, That in the eminent domain proceedings to acquire from any public or private utility an electric plant, the property condemned must include all of the property owned by the utility within the city limits which is used or useful in connection with the business, of rendering electric service, subject only to the proviso next hereinabove in this section stated. 

(2)
The condemnation or eminent domain proceedings shall be brought in the name of the board, and title to the property so condemned shall be taken in the name of the board.

(3)
The provisions of this section shall be utilized only in a manner consistent with the provisions of Section 1 of this Act.

Section 35.   KRS 96.600 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
When the board of any municipality authorized to acquire, construct, own or operate an electric plant under the provisions of KRS 96.550 to 96.900 shall be unable to contract with the owner of any land, easement, right of way, electric plant, or any facilities or property needed by such board for its use for the purposes thereof and desires to exercise the right of eminent domain, the board shall proceed to condemn the property pursuant to the Eminent Domain Act of Kentucky except that, in lieu of determining the award to the owners in the manner prescribed in KRS 416.580(1) the commissioners shall ascertain and determine the value of the property taken; the value of real estate, tangible personal property, intangible property and franchises, if any such value is found to exist, shall be determined and stated separately in their report; and they shall also award damages, if any, resulting to the remainder of the electric plant or system of the owner, considering the purposes for which the property is taken, and the amount of said damages, if any, shall be stated separately in their report. The jury award shall be made in this manner rather than in the manner prescribed in KRS 416.660(1). 

(2)
Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (1) of this section, when the owner of any land, easement, right of way or facility to be acquired by exercise of the right of eminent domain is not a utility, the award to the owners thereof shall be determined pursuant to the Eminent Domain Act of Kentucky. 

(3)
The provisions of this section shall be utilized only in a manner consistent with the provisions of Section 1 of this Act.

Section 36.   KRS 96A.080 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
A transit authority may establish mass transportation within its transit area and adjoining areas, but may not inaugurate service in direct competition with any existing certificated carrier.

(2)
In addition to the power conferred upon an authority by this chapter, an authority may acquire real or personal property, easements, franchises, bus certificates, or other rights by any lawful means necessary to its operation of any existing mass transit system within its transit area and adjoining areas, provided that having acquired an existing transit system it shall not thereafter inaugurate service in direct competition with any other existing certificated carrier.

(3)
An authority may, if unable to contract or agree with the owner or owners thereof, acquire real and personal property, franchises, bus certificates, easements and other rights when necessary in and to the accomplishments of the public purposes of the authority, through exercise of the power of eminent domain; provided, however, that in acquiring any private bus company pursuant to this section, the authority may not do so piecemeal but shall acquire the entire system including that which may be outside the area then included within the authority. An authority shall not condemn any real and personal property, franchises, bus certificates, easements and other rights of a private bus company the majority of whose passengers move between termini without the transit area. Any exercise of such power shall be initiated by resolution of the board of the authority identifying the properties or rights to be acquired, reciting the board's determination that acquisition by such means is necessary, and authorizing initiation of proceedings as required by law; and such resolution of the board of the authority shall not be conclusive of such determination but shall be subject to the approval of the fiscal court or courts of the county or counties in which the property sought to be condemned is located.

(4)
Proceedings in the exercise of the power of eminent domain herein vested in an authority shall, except where inconsistent with this chapter, be such as are prescribed for the Department of Highways by the Eminent Domain Act of Kentucky, and as the same may be amended and supplemented from time to time. All such proceedings shall be governed by the provisions of the Rules of Civil Procedure except where the provisions of this chapter or of the Eminent Domain Act of Kentucky specifically or by necessary implication provide otherwise. If a privately owned mass transportation system, or other property sought to be acquired by an authority, shall have been acquired or improved in whole or in part at the expense of the authority, the cost and value of such acquisitions and improvements shall be excluded in any proceedings to establish the fair value thereof.

(5)
During any period when negotiations for the purchase of a mass transit system are in progress, and/or during any period when proceedings for acquisition of a mass transportation system through exercise of the power of eminent domain may be pending, an authority may make reasonable subsidy payments to the owner or owners of such mass transit system if, in the judgment of the board of the authority, such subsidy payments are necessary in order to give reasonable assurance that there will be no substantial reduction of transportation service to the public. Such subsidy payments may be made by an authority from any resources available to it, or from appropriations made or agreed to be made to it by any public body having an interest in the preservation of mass transit service to the public; and if bonds are ultimately issued for the purchase or other acquisition of such mass transit system, the aggregate amount of such subsidy payments may be included as a part of the cost of acquisition and made payable from the proceeds of such bonds. In no event, however, shall any action on the part of a board of an authority in this connection create an indebtedness of the authority beyond its available resources or such appropriations or the proceeds of such bonds, if and when bonds are issued.

(6)
The provisions of this section shall be utilized only in a manner consistent with the provisions of Section 1 of this Act.

Section 37.   KRS 97.257 is amended to read as follows:

Whenever property shall be needed by any city of the first class for any park, playground, or community center purpose contemplated in KRS 97.250 to 97.257, either within or beyond the boundaries of such city, in the county in which such city is located, the director of parks and recreation may, with the consent of the legislative body of such city, order the condemnation of such property in the manner provided in the Eminent Domain Act of Kentucky. The provisions of this section shall be utilized only in a manner consistent with the provisions of Section 1 of this Act.
Section 38.   KRS 97.540 is amended to read as follows:

Whenever, in the opinion of the legislative body of any city of the third or fourth class, land or other property located either within or without the boundaries of the city and within the county in which the city is located is needed for cemetery or park purposes and the legislative body is not able to contract with the owner of the property for its purchase, the legislative body may, by resolution reciting such need, order the condemnation of such property. The proceedings shall be conducted in the manner provided in the Eminent Domain Act of Kentucky. The provisions of this section shall be utilized only in a manner consistent with the provisions of Section 1 of this Act.
Section 39.   KRS 97.680 is amended to read as follows:

The commission may acquire, by gift, purchase, lease or condemnation, any real or personal property situated wholly within the city or county, or any interest, franchise, easement, right or privilege in the city or county, of any buildings, tools, machinery, materials or supplies that may be required for the purpose of furnishing, maintaining or operating the memorial. The proceedings for condemnation shall be conducted in the name of the commission in the method prescribed by the Eminent Domain Act of Kentucky. All property acquired by the commission shall be held, used and controlled by it for the purposes named in KRS 97.630 to 97.780. The provisions of this section shall be utilized only in a manner consistent with the provisions of Section 1 of this Act.
Section 40.   KRS 98.090 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
The commission may: 

(a)
Make such preliminary investigations and do such preliminary work as should, in its judgment, precede the actual construction of the building or improvement. 

(b)
Determine upon a proper site for the building or improvement. If the city owns a public building, that site, as it exists or as enlarged by the acquisition of adjacent property recommended by the commission, shall be used unless the commission determines that it is unsuitable for the purpose and recommends to the mayor the acquisition of another site. The mayor shall submit the recommendation to the legislative body for approval. The new site shall be adopted only upon the approval of the change by legislative resolution approved by the mayor. In the event the existing building on the old site is to be abandoned, the old site may be sold and the proceeds applied to the purchase of the new site. 

(c)
Provide accommodations for patients or inmates of the existing public building while the new building is in course of erection and furnishing. The legislative body may, out of its levy for the department having supervision of such buildings, assume the whole or part of the expense of providing such temporary accommodations. 

(d)
Establish and enforce reasonable rules and regulations for its own government and for the supervision, protection, management and conduct of its work and the payment therefor as it deems expedient. 

(e)
Purchase, hire or otherwise obtain the use of such lands, buildings, machinery, supplies, materials and working agencies as it needs for its purposes. 

(f)
Acquire by gift, purchase, lease or condemnation, any property situated within the city or county where the city is located, or any interest or privilege in the property, required for the building or improvement. The method of condemnation shall be the same as in the Eminent Domain Act of Kentucky. 

(2)
The enumeration of special powers in this section does not restrict the general powers of the commission to carry out the purposes of KRS 98.040 to 98.170. 

(3)
The provisions of this section shall be utilized only in a manner consistent with the provisions of Section 1 of this Act.

Section 41.   KRS 99.360 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
Each agency created for the purpose of KRS 99.330 to 99.510 shall constitute a public body, corporate and politic, exercising public and essential governmental functions, and shall have the following powers in addition to the others granted:

(a)
To sue and be sued; to have a seal; to make and execute contracts and other instruments necessary or convenient to the exercise of its powers;

(b)
To make, and from time to time amend and repeal bylaws, rules and regulations not inconsistent with KRS 99.330 to 99.510 to carry into effect the powers and purposes thereof;

(c)
To select and appoint such officers, agents, counsel and employees, permanent and temporary, as it may require, and determine their qualifications, duties and compensation, subject, however, to the provision of its budget;

(d)
Within its area of operation, for purposes of redevelopment within the development area, to purchase, lease, obtain option upon, acquire by gift, grant, bequest, devise or otherwise, any real or personal property, or any interest therein, together with any improvements thereon; to acquire by the exercise of the power of eminent domain any real property; to clear any and all buildings, structures or other improvements from any real property so acquired and to dispose of any personal property resulting therefrom; to sell, lease, exchange, subdivide, transfer, assign, pledge, encumber (by mortgage, deed of trust or otherwise), or otherwise to dispose of any real or personal property or any interest therein at its fair value for uses in accordance with the development plan, irrespective of the cost of acquiring and preparing real property for redevelopment; to insure or provide for the insurance of any real or personal property or operation of the agency against risks or hazards; and pursuant to the provisions of KRS 99.450 to rent, maintain, manage, operate, and repair such real property. The provisions of this section shall be utilized only in a manner consistent with the provisions of Section 1 of this Act;

(e)
To borrow from and to accept loans and grants from the federal government or any agency thereof, or from any sources, public or private, for the purposes of KRS 99.330 to 99.510, and to pledge such security as may be required; an agency, notwithstanding the provisions of any other law, may include in any contract for financial assistance with the federal government any conditions which the federal government may attach to its financial aid of a redevelopment project, not inconsistent with the purposes of KRS 99.330 to 99.510;

(f)
Within its area of operation, to develop as a building site or sites, any real property owned or acquired by it, and in this connection to cause streets and highways to be laid out and graded, and pavements or other road surfacing, sidewalks and curbs, and public utilities of every kind to be constructed and installed, or to close any streets according to the development plan;

(g)
Within its area of operation, to prepare from time to time plans for the improvement or rehabilitation of slum and blighted areas; to make, periodically, investigations and surveys pertaining to slum clearance and urban redevelopment;

(h)
To invest any funds held in reserves or sinking funds or any funds not required for immediate disbursement, in property or securities in which savings banks may legally invest funds subject to their control; to purchase its bonds at a price not more than the principal amount thereof and accrued interest, all bonds so purchased to be canceled;

(i)
To obligate lessees or purchasers of land acquired in a redevelopment project: To use such land for the purpose designated in the development plan; to begin the building of specified improvements within a period of time which the agency fixes as reasonable; and to comply with such other conditions as in the opinion of the agency are necessary to carry out the purposes of KRS 99.330 to 99.510; the agency, by provision in the contract, deed or lease may make any of the purchaser's obligations covenants or conditions running with the land, whose breach shall cause the fee to revert to the agency;

(j)
To exercise all or any part or combination of the powers herein granted; and

(k)
To expend public funds for the rehabilitation of private property within the agency's area of operation through loans or grants to the owners or occupants of such property.

(2)
Nothing contained in this section shall authorize such agency to construct any of the buildings for residential, commercial, industrial or other use contemplated by the development plan.

Section 42.   KRS 99.420 is amended to read as follows:

Whenever in the opinion of the agency, land or other property, right of way or easement over or through any property is needed by the agency in order to accomplish the purposes of KRS 99.330 to 99.510, it may by resolution authorize the purchase or condemnation in the name of the agency, of the land or other property, or right of way or easement necessary for the purpose, and may proceed to condemn and acquire the property pursuant to the Eminent Domain Act of Kentucky. The provisions of this section shall be utilized only in a manner consistent with the provisions of Section 1 of this Act.
Section 43.   KRS 99.565 is amended to read as follows:

The council of any community, whose agency has received certification of availability of federal funds pursuant to section 101(c) of the National Housing Act of 1949, as amended may authorize the agency to acquire, by eminent domain, purchase, gift, grant, devise or otherwise, any real property in the development area or urban renewal area without regard to the conditions, restrictions, or provisions set forth in KRS 99.370, or any other section of this chapter; if it finds by resolution that it is desirable and feasible to obtain federal financial assistance authorized by section 403 of the Housing Act of 1959 in acquiring such real property, and to sell, grant and convey any such real property if by resolution the agency consents to the disposal thereof. The provisions of this section shall be utilized only in a manner consistent with the provisions of Section 1 of this Act.

Section 44.   KRS 99.715 is amended to read as follows:

A city of any class, county containing a city of the first class, or consolidated local government may acquire by, eminent domain pursuant to KRS Chapter 416, any property determined to be blighted or deteriorated pursuant to KRS 99.705 to 99.730, and shall have the power to hold, clear, manage, or dispose of property so acquired for residential and related use, pursuant to the provisions of KRS 99.705 to 99.730. The provisions of this section shall be utilized only in a manner consistent with the provisions of Section 1 of this Act.
Section 45.   KRS 99.720 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
The legislative body shall not institute eminent domain proceedings pursuant to KRS 99.705 to 99.730 unless the commission has certified that the property is blighted or deteriorated. A property which has been referred to the commission by a city agency of any class of city, or by an agency in a county containing a city of the first class or consolidated local government, as blighted or deteriorated may only be certified to the legislative body as blighted or deteriorated after the commission has determined:

(a)
That the owner of the property or designated agent has been sent an order by the appropriate city, consolidated local government, or county agency to eliminate the conditions which are in violation of local codes or law;

(b)
That the property is vacant;

(c)
That the property is blighted and deteriorated;

(d)
That the commission has notified the property owner or designated agent that the property has been determined to be blighted or deteriorated and the time period for correction of such condition has expired and the property owner or agent has failed to comply with the notice; and

(e)
That, in cities of any class, counties containing a city of the first class, or consolidated local governments that are within a planning unit established pursuant to KRS Chapter 100, the planning commission has determined that the reuse of the property for residential and related use is in keeping with the comprehensive plan.

(2)
The findings required by subsection (1) of this section shall be in writing and included in the report to the legislative body.

(3)
The commission shall notify the owner of the property or a designated agent that a determination of blight or deterioration has been made and that failure to eliminate the conditions causing the blight shall render the property subject to condemnation by the city, consolidated local government, or county under KRS 99.705 to 99.730. Notice shall be mailed to the owner or designated agent by certified mail, return receipt requested. However, if the address of the owner or a designated agent is unknown and cannot be ascertained by the commission in the exercise of reasonable diligence, copies of the notice shall be posted in a conspicuous place on the property affected. The written notice sent to the owner or his agent shall describe the conditions that render the property blighted and deteriorated, and shall demand abatement of the conditions within ninety (90) days of the receipt of such notice.

(4)
An extension of the ninety (90) day time period may be granted by the commission if the owner or designated agent demonstrates that such period is insufficient to correct the conditions cited in the notice.

(5)
The provisions of this section shall be utilized only in a manner consistent with the provisions of Section 1 of this Act.
Section 46.   KRS 99.725 is amended to read as follows:

The legislative body of the city of any class, county containing a city of the first class, or consolidated local government may institute eminent domain proceedings pursuant to KRS Chapter 416 against any property which has been certified as blighted or deteriorated by the commission if it finds:

(1)
That such property has deteriorated to such an extent as to constitute a serious and growing menace to the public health, safety and welfare;

(2)
That such property is likely to continue to deteriorate unless corrected;

(3)
That the continued deterioration of such property may contribute to the blighting or deterioration of the area immediately surrounding the property; and

(4)
That the owner of such property has failed to correct the deterioration of the property.

(5)
The provisions of this section shall be utilized only in a manner consistent with the provisions of Section 1 of this Act.
Section 47.   KRS 99.730 is amended to read as follows:

No officer or employee of a city of any class, county containing a city of the first class, or consolidated local government, or of the vacant property review commission, who in the course of his or her duties is required to participate in the determination of property blight or deterioration or the issuance of notices on code violations which may lead to a determination of blight or deterioration, shall acquire any interest in any property declared to be blighted or deteriorated. If any such officer or employee owns or has financial interest, direct or indirect, in any property certified to be blighted or deteriorated, he or she shall immediately disclose, in writing, such interest to the commission and to the legislative body and such disclosure shall be entered in the minutes of the commission and of the legislative body. Failure to so disclose such interest shall constitute misconduct in office. No payment shall be made to any officer or employee for any property or interest therein acquired by the city of any class, consolidated local government, or county containing a city of the first class from such officer or employee unless the amount of such payment is fixed by court order in eminent domain proceedings, or unless payment is unanimously approved by the legislative body. The provisions of this section shall be utilized only in a manner consistent with the provisions of Section 1 of this Act.
Section 48.   KRS 103.245 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
For purposes of the exercise of the power of eminent domain, "building" or "industrial building" shall be deemed to include only the following: coal conversion facilities, hospitals, primary medical centers, health care clinics, convention centers, or any industrial building as defined in KRS 103.200, which is to be located in a blighted area as defined in KRS 99.010(1)(a), or any of these things, to be rented or leased to a domestic or foreign corporation by the Kentucky Economic Development Finance Authority, the city or the county by which it is acquired.

(2)
An industrial building within the meaning of subsection (1) of this section may be acquired by a city or a county by purchase, gift, or condemnation. Whenever a city or a county shall determine that land or other property, right of way, or easement over or through any property is needed by such city or county, as the case may be, to accomplish the purposes of KRS 103.210 to 103.285, inclusive, it may by ordinance or resolution authorize the purchase or condemnation, in the name of such city or county, of said land or other property, or right of way or easement necessary for such purposes, and may proceed to condemn and acquire such property in the manner set forth in the Eminent Domain Act of Kentucky. All property, rights of way and easements already held by its owner or lessee for industrial development shall be exempt from condemnation under this section.

(3)
The provisions of this section shall be utilized only in a manner consistent with the provisions of Section 1 of this Act.

Section 49.   KRS 103.2451 is amended to read as follows:

Nothing in KRS 103.200 or 103.210 confers nor shall be deemed to confer the power of eminent domain except as provided by KRS 103.245. The provisions of this section shall be utilized only in a manner consistent with the provisions of Section 1 of this Act.
Section 50.   KRS 104.550 is amended to read as follows:

If no suit is filed against the secretary under KRS 104.540, or if suit is filed and final judgment in the Circuit Court or on appeal is in favor of the secretary, the secretary shall forthwith declare the district organized into a flood control district and give it a corporate name as provided in KRS 104.490, by which in all proceedings it shall thereafter be known. The secretary shall certify his act to the county clerk of each county in which any part of the district is located, and to the Secretary of State, each of whom shall record the certificate as articles of incorporation. The secretary shall also certify his act to the county judge/executive of each county in which any part of the district is located. The district shall then be a political subdivision and shall have perpetual existence, with power to sue and be sued, contract and be contracted with, incur liabilities and obligations, exercise the right of eminent domain, assess, tax, issue bonds, and do and perform all acts expressly authorized in KRS 104.450 to 104.680 and all acts necessary and proper for the carrying out of the purpose for which the district was created, and for executing the powers with which it is invested. The provisions of this section shall be utilized only in a manner consistent with the provisions of Section 1 of this Act.
Section 51.   KRS 106.220 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
Any water district or municipality referred to herein shall have the right to acquire by exercise of the power of eminent domain all lands, easements, rights of way, either upon or under or above the ground, any existing water plant or water distribution system and appurtenances thereto, or any part of same, within the boundaries or corporate limits of such water district or city, and any and all real estate, franchises or personal property reasonably necessary or desirable in connection with the construction or operation or maintenance of water plants or water distribution systems, or improvements or extensions thereto, and the right to acquire same is hereby declared to be a superior and paramount right, superior and paramount to any other public use, and further provided that as in the eminent domain proceedings to acquire from any public or private utility a water plant or water distribution system the property condemned must include all the property owned by the utility within the corporate limits of the said water district or the city which is used or useful in connection with the business of providing water service.

(2)
The condemnation or eminent domain proceedings shall be brought in the name of the water district or in the name of the municipality, and title to the property so condemned shall be taken in the name of the water district or municipality as the case may be.

(3)
The provisions of this section shall be utilized only in a manner consistent with the provisions of Section 1 of this Act.

Section 52.   KRS 106.230 is amended to read as follows:

When the board of any water district or municipality authorized to acquire, construct, own or operate a waterworks or water distribution system and appurtenances thereto, under the provisions of this chapter shall be unable to contract with the owner of any land, easements, rights of way, waterworks, water distribution systems and appurtenances thereto, or any facilities or property needed by such board for its use for the purposes thereof and desires to exercise the right of eminent domain, the board shall proceed pursuant to the Eminent Domain Act of Kentucky. The provisions of this section shall be utilized only in a manner consistent with the provisions of Section 1 of this Act.
Section 53.   KRS 108.010 is amended to read as follows:

To serve the public interest and provide a means of meeting problems of local government in urban areas, there may be established and operated under the provisions of this chapter an urban services district. Such a district shall be a public body corporate and political subdivision, with power to adopt and use a corporate seal, sue and be sued, contract and be contracted with, and in other ways to function as a municipal corporation or a natural person within the purview of this chapter. In addition to the general grants of power of this chapter, such a district shall have the specific authority provided for in KRS Chapters 58, 66, 79 and 107. The district shall have the power of eminent domain and shall follow the procedures outlined in the Eminent Domain Act of Kentucky. The provisions of this section shall be utilized only in a manner consistent with the provisions of Section 1 of this Act.
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