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AN ACT relating to services for children.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 605 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
If the Department of Juvenile Justice or the Cabinet for Health and Family Services proposes to newly acquire, initiate construction of, or enter into a new lease agreement for any land or structure for any of its facilities or programs that provide residential services for children, or proposes to move an existing facility or program that provides residential services to a new location, the department or cabinet shall notify the public and the local governing body which has jurisdiction over the area involved. Notice to the public shall be in accordance with KRS 424.180.

(2)
If requested by the local governing body, the department or the cabinet shall conduct a public hearing at least thirty (30) days prior to the award of a contract or lease for any of its facilities or programs that provide residential services for children.
(3)
The provisions of subsection (1) of this section:

(a)
Shall apply to new acquisition, new construction, and new leases for programs and facilities that provide residential services on or after the effective date of this Act;

(b)
Shall not include renewal of leases in effect prior to the effective date of this Act; 

(c)
Shall not include construction or acquisition efforts begun prior to the effective date of this Act; and

(d)
Shall not include a change of use for currently owned or leased state facilities.
(4)
The provisions of subsections (1) and (2) of this section shall apply to group homes and other residential facilities but shall not apply to foster homes operated by the Department of Juvenile Justice or the Cabinet for Health and Family Services.
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