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Bill Number:
HB 198 
Subject:  
An ACT relating to probation and parole


Sponsor(s):   Rep. Bratcher
Introduction Date:01/03/06
Assignment Date:
01/03/06
Due Date:
     
Text of Legislation:  

Amend KRS 439.3405, which allows parole for prisoners with documented terminal medical conditions, to exempt parole on that basis for violent offenders who have not completed their minimum parole eligibility under KRS 439.3401.

Summary Impact -- Indicate affected service levels, workloads, staff and program areas (describe any coordination issues with other state/external agencies or groups): 

The proposed legislation tightens the restrictions on who would be eligible for medical parole by removing violent offenders from eligibility for the program.  Constricting the number of persons who may be able to receive medical parole will increase the expense and continue to stretch the resources that are available within the Department of Corrections.  

By continuing to house a person who could be on medical parole, resources and funding that could be utilized in other ways are diverted to an inmate who could receive treatment at a facility outside of the prison.  A random sample of 5 individuals on the list for Medical Parole provided the following information.   The age range is from 35 to 59 years of age.  4 of the 5 have differing forms of cancer and the 5th has Cystic Fibrosis and is on oxygen.  Life expectancy ranges from 3 months to 1 --year.   Each of these individuals is bed ridden or soon will be.  The medical cost for these 5 individuals will be over 1 million dollars.

The Department of Corrections has been working to increase the medical parole program.  Restricting the number of inmates who may be eligible for the program could reduce the recent success the program has seen and increase the expenditures by the Department of Corrections that are associated with medical care. 

Fiscal Impact -- Also include increased/decreased administrative cost and whether new fund sources would be required (identify fund sources, and GOPM staff person consulted): 
By keeping an inmate incarcerated who may have been eligible for medical parole, the Department of Corrections can incur hefty medical costs.  Each time an inmate has to be transported to an outside hospital for tests, emergency procedures or surgery, Corrections not only gets billed by the hospital for  medical services, but there are transportation costs and man power costs associated with having a Correctional Officer stationed with that inmate 24 hours a day. 

NOTE:  In all cases, consideration should be given to the cumulative impact of all bills that increase the felon population or that impose new obligations on the Department of Corrections

Will Administrative Regulations be required or will existing regulations need revision?    

Yes  

No
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