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MEASURE'S PURPOSE:  

The provisions of this measure require a person who has been convicted of, pled guilty to, or entered an Alford plea to murder or an intentional murder statute of another jurisdiction to register with the Law Information Network of Kentucky (LINK). The Department of State Police is required to establish, operate and update the murder register and verify registrant's information at least annually. If the registrant violates the provisions, they are subject to a Class A misdemeanor for the first offense and a Class D felony for subsequent offenses.

PROVISION/MECHANICS:  

This measure creates new sections of KRS Chapter 17 to establish the process for registration of murderers.

FISCAL EXPLANATION:  

The fiscal impact is anticipated to be minimal.

The impact is dependant upon the number of offenders that would be required to register through LINK. The numbers are estimated to be less than 100 based upon the number if inmates (79) released in FY 2004-05 that had been previously convicted of murder.

The Kentucky State Police (KSP) is required to maintain the registration information in LINK.  There would be some cost to modify LINK database to include the additional class of registrants.  Currently, LINK only contains data on approximately 5,482 sex offenders.

The other cost for the Kentucky State Police would be verification of the registrant's address and information annually and to enforce these provisions if a registrant becomes non-compliant. Currently there is a trooper and a detective assigned at each of the 16 posts to track and enforce the sex offender registration laws.  Based upon the FY 2004-05 number for inmates released, there would be no immediate need for additional staff. As the number of registrants increase, the need for additional staff also increases.
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