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SUBJECT/TITLE
An Act relating to prescription drug patient assistance programs.

SPONSOR
Representative Pasley

NOTE SUMMARY

Fiscal Analysis:

X
Impact


No Impact

Indeterminable Impact

Level(s) of Impact:

X
State


Local

Federal

Budget Unit(s) Impact
Cabinet for Health and Family Services, Department for Public Health

Fund(s) Impact:

X
General


Road

Federal



Restricted Agency (Type)

(Other)

FISCAL SUMMARY

_______________________________________________________________________________

Fiscal Estimates
2005-2006
2006-2007
2007-2008
Future Annual

Rate of Change

Revenues (+/-)





Expenditures (+/-)

300,000
300,000


Net Effect





______________________________________________________________________________

MEASURE'S PURPOSE:   The measure establishes the Kentucky Patient Prescription Drug Assistance Program to assist low income Kentuckians in obtaining prescription drugs for free or at a reduced price through programs administered by pharmaceutical companies.

PROVISION/MECHANICS:   The measure requires the Cabinet for Health and Family Services to set up a referral network to assist these individuals.

FISCAL EXPLANATION:   Based on a similar program, the Cabinet for Health and Family Services estimates that it would require 5 staff positions to staff the program and to answer client questions and service inquires. In addition to staff there would be an increased operating cost with a total cost of $300,000 annually. It is important to note that by providing the required medications the overall cost of health care could be reduced by avoiding emergency room visits as well as other hospital and provider cost. This reduced cost cannot be projected but potentially would decrease Medicaid expenditures and the cost of health insurance for the state.
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