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AN ACT relating to prescription drug patient assistance programs.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 194A IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
As used in this section, "Prescription drug patient assistance programs" means the programs offered by pharmaceutical companies under which the companies provide drugs to low income individuals at no charge or at a substantially reduced cost. The term does not include the provision of a drug as part of a clinical trial.
(2)
The Kentucky Prescription Drug Patient Assistance Program is established within the Cabinet for Health and Family Services, Department for Public Health. The purpose of the program is to create a statewide network to link low-income Kentuckians with prescription drug patient assistance programs offered by pharmaceutical companies and to provide assistance in obtaining and completing the required documents.

(3)
The program created in subsection (2) shall:

(a)
Provide information on the eligibility guidelines and drug coverage provided though any drug assistance program offered by the cabinet;
(b)
Provide information on the process for applying to pharmaceutical companies for free or discounted prescription drugs;
(c)
Provide information to individuals, physicians, pharmacists, and pharmacies regarding eligibility for prescription drug patient assistance programs; 
(d)
Increase awareness of the various prescription drug patient assistance programs offered by pharmaceutical companies; 
(e)
Establish a toll-free hotline to provide information on prescription drug patient assistance programs;

(f)
Link individuals to local community resources to assist with completing required documents; and
(g)
Use the e-health network web site to provide a link to information on prescription drug assistance programs, eligibility guidelines, and applications. The e-health network link shall have the capability of supporting the completion and transmission of the applications on line to health care providers for any required signatures. 
(4)
The cabinet may consult or contract with the University of Kentucky College of Pharmacy, University of Kentucky College of Agriculture Cooperative Extension, local health departments, libraries, the Kentucky Cancer Caucus, or other organizations to develop a network of agencies to assist individuals in accessing prescriptions through the prescription drug patient assistance programs.
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