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Due Date:
     
Text of Legislation:  

Amend KRS 500.080, relating to penal code definitions, to include electronic devices which shoot wired probes as a deadly weapon; exempt electronic devices which require direct contact.

Summary Impact -- Indicate affected service levels, workloads, staff and program areas (describe any coordination issues with other state/external agencies or groups): 

Any charge that concerns the term dangerous instrument would include the use of a taser device that fits the amended definition.  

The proposed amendment would change the status of the Taser weapons systems used by the Department of Corrections from a non lethal weapon.  It is one of the few tools that Correctional officers have to maintain control of an inmate outside of lethal force. It is a tool that works when verbal persuasion does not work, physical restraint may not be an option and chemical sprays may not work due to cross contamination.   

According to Taser International, there are 8,000 other nations, states, governmental jurisdictions and venues that are using taser’s as a non-lethal weapon. 

Fiscal Impact -- Also include increased/decreased administrative cost and whether new fund sources would be required (identify fund sources, and GOPM staff person consulted): 
The inclusion of such devices in the term dangerous weapon as it relates to felony charges may cause an increase in persons incarcerated or placed on Probation or Parole with deadly weapons charges.  Any increase in persons incarcerated would result in an increase in expenditures to incarcerate.  There is also a possible issue of the increase of liability to the Department of Corrections and other jurisdictions if the definition is changed. 

NOTE:  In all cases, consideration should be given to the cumulative impact of all bills that increase the felon population or that impose new obligations on the Department of Corrections

Will Administrative Regulations be required or will existing regulations need revision?    

Yes  

No
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