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AN ACT relating to hunting and declaring an emergency.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 150 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
The Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources shall create, administer, and publicize a Recent Veterans Special Hunt program. The purpose of the program is to enable veterans returning from active military duty to hunt deer outside the hunting seasons established in chapter 301 of the Kentucky Administrative Regulations.

(2)
To participate in the program, an individual shall provide documentation to the Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources demonstrating that he or she was involved in active military duty outside the United States during any portion of the archery, modern gun, muzzle-loading gun, or crossbow deer hunting seasons of the current or preceding year.

(3)
The Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources shall designate at least two (2) time periods in each calendar year, each period consisting of at least ten (10) consecutive days, during which program participants may hunt deer using archery, modern gun, muzzle-loading gun, or crossbow. To accommodate wildlife conservation objectives, the Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources shall designate the geographic area in which these special hunts occur, which may not include the entire state.

(4)
Individuals participating in this program shall possess the appropriate hunting license at the time of the hunt and shall comply with all other statutes and administrative regulations relating to deer hunting, insofar as they do not conflict with this Act.

(5)
The first hunt herein authorized shall begin on or before thirty (30) days following the date this Act takes effect.

(6)
An administrative regulation is unnecessary to implement or administer the Recent Veterans Special Hunt program as specified in this Act.

(7)
This Act expires on December 31, 2007.
Section 2.   Whereas deployment and return of military personnel is sporadic and irregular, an emergency is declared to exist, and this Act takes effect upon its passage and approval by the Governor or upon its otherwise becoming a law.
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