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AN ACT relating to pupil transportation.

WHEREAS, pupil transportation is a major expenditure of public education funding; and 

WHEREAS, concerns have been raised regarding the current funding formula and the equitable disbursement of pupil transportation funds; and

WHEREAS, a detailed study of the costs associated with pupil transportation has not been conducted in the last decade; and

WHEREAS, the Legislative Research Commission has the duty and responsibility to monitor the implementation of the provisions of the Kentucky Education Reform Act;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Legislative Research Commission is hereby directed to study the current funding formula and the equitable disbursement of pupil transportation funds. The study of pupil transportation funding shall include:

(1)
An analysis of the current formula used to determine the level of reimbursed funding for school districts, including its equity and adequacy, and recommendations for improvement; and

(2)
A comparison of the efficiencies used by school districts in the operation of their transportation systems, including recommendations for efficiency requirements or incentives.

Section 2.   The Legislative Research Commission shall contract with nongovernmental consultants to conduct the study. The consultants shall have the full cooperation of the Executive Branch and the Legislative Branch.

Section 3.   The consultants shall present a final report of its findings to the Interim Joint Committee on Education and to the Interim Joint Committee on Appropriations and Revenue no later than July 1, 2007.

Section 4.   Provisions of this Bill to the contrary notwithstanding, the Legislative Research Commission shall have the authority to alternatively assign the issues identified herein to an interim joint committee or subcommittee thereof, and to designate a study completion date.
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