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MEASURE'S PURPOSE:  

New language would allow fire and rescue coordinators employed by Kentucky Community and Technical College System (KCTCS) and civilian firefighters employed by the Department of Military Affairs be eligible to receive annual supplements as described in KRS 95A.250(1). 

PROVISION/MECHANICS:  

KRS 95A.250(1) entitles an eligible local government "to receive annually a supplement of two thousand seven hundred fifty dollars ($2,750) for each qualified professional firefighter it employs, and beginning in July 1, 1999, an annual supplement of three thousand dollars ($3,000) for each qualified professional firefighter it employs, plus an amount equal to the required employer's contribution on the supplement to the defined pension plan." 

The new language would allow the fire and rescue coordinators employed by KCTCS and the civilian firefighters employed by the Department of Military Affairs to participate in the program.

FISCAL EXPLANATION:  

The fiscal impact of this bill would be approximately $81,000.

The proposed language would make the eighteen fire and rescue coordinators currently employed by KCTCS and 8 civilian firefighters employed by the Department of Military Affairs eligible to receive the supplement funds.

Funding for this program is included in the Kentucky Law Enforcement Program Foundation Fund.
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Additional Information:

Based on language in the 2004-2006 budget bill (HB 267) and the 2006-2008 Executive budget "supplemental payments for each qualified professional firefighter under the Firefighters Foundation Program Fund shall be $3,100 each year." Currently there are approximately 3,580 firefighters receiving these benefits for a projected fiscal year 2006 total of $13,855,000.
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