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SUBJECT/TITLE
AN ACT relating to lights on slow moving vehicles.

SPONSOR
Rep Fred Nesler

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:
x
City;
x
County;
x
Urban-County

x
Charter County
x
Consolidated Local

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
 Local law enforcement

Requirement:
x
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties

Modifies Existing
x
Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS

HB 278 amends KRS 189.050 to require motorless vehicles, except bicycles, when in operation on any highway after dark to use a four (4) way flasher system, with two (2) flashing yellow or amber lights visible from the front and two (2) flashing red lights visible from the rear. 

The measure addresses horse drawn vehicles, i.e., buggies, carriages, sleds, wagons, etc., when they are operated on a highway between the hours of sunset and sunrise. Horse drawn vehicles are routinely used for transportation on highways by members of certain religious sects, notably Amish and Mennonite, who reject the use of motorized vehicles.

Kentucky is home to approximately 6,000 Amish, and unknown numbers of Mennonites. Christian, Crittenden, Cumberland, Daviess, Monroe, Todd, Washington, and Wayne counties account for the majority of the Amish population.

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The fiscal impact of HB 278 on local governments is expected to be minimal. Local law enforcement's expenses to enforce the provisions of the Act would not increase appreciably - little additional training would be required, and few if any additional patrols would be required. The enforcement activities that do take place will be centered in counties with Amish or Mennonite communities.

The penalty for violation of the bill's provision would be a fine ranging from $20 to $100, with court costs of $125. Local governments receive 35.6 percent of the court costs, earmarked for various purposes.

The number of violations of the provisions of HB 278 is expected to be small, therefore, both the expenses and revenues of local governments resulting from the Act would be minimal.
DATA SOURCE(S)
Kentucky Department for Libraries and Archives; LRC Library;  Marion County Tourist Commission.
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