COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY
LEGISLATIVE RESEARCH COMMISSION
GENERAL ASSEMBLY
LOCAL MANDATE FISCAL IMPACT ESTIMATE

2006 REGULAR SESSION
2005 INTERIM

MEASURE

 2006 RS BR 
 104
 

Amendment:

Committee

Floor

Bill #:
   HB 28 SCS

Amendment #
 

SUBJECT/TITLE
Electricians and Electrical inspectors

SPONSOR
Rep. Ron Crimm

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:
X
City;
X
County;
X
Urban-County

X
Charter County
X
Consolidated Local

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
Electrical inspectors and licensing agency

Requirement:
X
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties
X
Modifies Existing
X
Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS

HB 28 SCS retains the original provisions of HB 28 as introduced, except that it deletes the authority of the office or the locality to require an inspection when a homeowner or farmer does electrical work on his or her own premises. It reinstitutes existing language that requires the applicant to submit proof of being an electrical contractor licensed under KRS Chapter 227A, or a person acting on behalf of the electrical contractor.

HB 28 as introduced, known as the "Isaac's Act", creates a new section of KRS Chapter 227.450 to 227.500 to enhance enforcement powers of electrical inspectors. Inspectors may prevent unsafe electrical work through either a stop work order or through recommended fines. It amends KRS 227.480 to require localities to follow the Office of Housing, Buildings and Construction standards for necessity of electrical inspections.

HB 28 SCS forbids an electrical inspector from certifying an unlicensed or unlawful electrical installation. It amends KRS 227.500 to allow local governments to fix a penalty of $1,000 for the first offense and $2000 for each subsequent offense. It requires nonresident electricians to apply for a license after working in Kentucky for 10 consecutive days or for an aggregate total of 30 days in a calendar year.

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The fiscal impact of HB 28 SCS on local governments is likely to be a minimal increase in expenses to those local governments that operate an electrical inspection program. The bill would likely require more work for the electrical inspector as it gives the inspector more authority to stop unsafe electrical work. Additionally, HB 28 SCS requires the Office of Housing, Buildings and Construction's to promulgate safety regulations implementing the provisions of the bill, which local inspectors would be required to follow. This additional responsibility may require inspectors to spend more time inspecting and doing administrative paperwork, ultimately adding an expense to local government. However, local government may recoup some or all of its expense by fixing a penalty of $1,000 for the first offense and $2,000 for each subsequent offense.
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