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AN ACT relating to the Kentucky Educator Award and Recognition Fund.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 156 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
The Kentucky educator award and recognition fund is hereby created to provide matching funds to public schools in honor of educators who have been recognized at the state or national level with a cash prize or an equivalent benefit for outstanding performance or educational accomplishments. The fund shall be administered by the Kentucky Department of Education.

(2)
The fund shall consist of proceeds from contributions, appropriations, or other moneys made available for purposes of the fund. Any moneys in the fund not expended at the close of a fiscal year shall not lapse, including any interest earnings that shall become a part of the fund, but shall be carried forward to the next fiscal year to be used for the purposes specified in this section.

(3)
The funds shall be distributed to the school in which the outstanding educator is employed. The funds shall be used for school purposes, which may include purchase of instructional materials and equipment, technology, professional development including paid sabbaticals, field trips, and other educational operating expenses. If a recipient is required to be released from classroom duties during the year of recognition to travel nationally and internationally as a spokesperson for the teaching profession, as is the situation with the National Teacher of the Year program, the fund shall provide the school an amount equal to the teacher's salary and benefits.

(4)
The fund may match unrestricted funds or restricted funds awarded to the educator by a national or state professional education organization, civic organization, foundation, government entity, or business. 

(5)
Distribution of the matching funds shall be on a dollar-to-dollar match if funds are available. If funds are insufficient, they shall be prorated to eligible recipients. 

(6)
By September 1 each year, the commissioner of education shall notify each public school superintendent about the availability of the Kentucky educator award and recognition fund. The department shall provide information on the agency's Web site regarding state and national educator award and recognition programs.

(7)
Upon notification and verification of a state or national award for an educator in a given school, the commissioner of education shall distribute matching funds to the school as soon as is feasible and before the end of the fiscal year in which the award was received.
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