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AN ACT relating to education technology.

WHEREAS, Kentucky has a statewide system of public education made up of 176 local school districts that have great deal of local control and decision making but are still required to provide data and information that can be used to manage the statewide system; and 

WHEREAS, technology has become an integral part of the education process in Kentucky's public schools providing a broad spectrum of instructional, administrative and communications tools; and 

WHEREAS, seamless integration of these components is essential to Kentucky's statewide system of public education allowing technology to address specific local needs while effectively addressing the needs of the statewide system;

NOW, THEREFORE.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Kentucky Department of Education shall conduct a study to determine costs, benefits, feasibility and implications of adoption of specifications for statewide education data designed to facilitate the exchange of information among different instructional and administrative software applications at the local, state, and federal levels. The study shall recommend proposed priorities for implementation and the associated timelines. Included in the study shall be a review of the Department of Education's policy for product standardization and the feasibility of providing more flexibility with the adoption of the education data standards.

Section 2.   The Department of Education shall establish an advisory committee to guide the completion of the study. Included shall be representatives of large and small school districts, rural and urban school districts, with geographic representation across the state.

Section 3.   The study shall be completed no later than November 1, 2006, with a written interim report presented to the Interim Joint Committee on Education no later than August 1, 2006.
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