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AN ACT relating to the study of metropolitan and micropolitan issues.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 6 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
There is created the Metropolitan and Micropolitan Issues Committee as a permanent subcommittee of the Legislative Research Commission. The purpose of the committee shall be to review programs and consider policies that will improve the quality of life for citizens within the metropolitan and micropolitan areas of the Commonwealth. Metropolitan and micropolitan issues to be reviewed by the committee shall include but not be limited to the following:

(a)
Population changes within metropolitan and micropolitan areas;

(b)
Infrastructure development, including telecommunications and broadband access, and needed improvements within metropolitan and micropolitan areas;

(c)
Funding and needed improvements for the relief of traffic congestion in metropolitan and micropolitan areas;

(d)
Land usage and development within metropolitan and micropolitan areas;

(e)
Housing stock and housing needs within metropolitan and micropolitan areas; and

(f)
The needs of rapidly increasing multicultural populations in metropolitan and micropolitan areas.
(2)
The duties of the committee shall include but not be limited to the following:
(a)
Identifying and contacting organizations and local governments that have programs relating to metropolitan and micropolitan areas within the state, both governmental and nongovernmental, and completing a comprehensive inventory of those programs and their functions;
(b)
Receiving testimony from representatives of organizations and local governments having metropolitan and micropolitan programs to determine what coordination exists among the organizations and to better understand the needs of Kentucky's metropolitan and micropolitan areas; 
(c)
Recommending legislation to;
1.
Coordinate and streamline existing programs and policies for improved efficiency in metropolitan and micropolitan areas;

2.
Facilitate collaboration among federal, state, and local government agencies, both urban and rural; the private sector; and nonprofit groups in the planning and implementation of programs and policies that affect Kentucky's metropolitan and micropolitan areas; and
3.
Promote effective development and sustained growth within the metropolitan and micropolitan areas of the Commonwealth; and

(d)
Submitting the committee's findings and determinations by November 1 of each year to the Legislative Research Commission for distribution to the appropriate interim joint committees.
(3)
The committee shall consist of fourteen (14) members, appointed as follows:
(a)
Five (5) members of the Senate appointed by the President of the Senate;

(b)
Two (2) members of the minority party in the Senate appointed by the Minority Floor Leader in the Senate;

(c)
Five (5) members of the House of Representatives appointed by the Speaker of the House of Representatives; and

(d)
Two (2) members of the minority party in the House of Representatives appointed by the Minority Floor Leader in the House of Representatives.
(4)
Members of the committee shall serve for terms of two (2) years, may be reappointed, and all members shall reside within the boundaries of a metropolitan or micropolitan area.
(5)
Members appointed from each chamber shall elect one (1) member from their chamber to serve as co-chair. The co-chairs shall have joint responsibilities for setting meeting dates, approving committee meeting agendas, and presiding at committee meetings.
(6)
Any vacancy that may occur shall be filled in accordance with subsection (3) of this section by the same appointing authority that made the original appointment.
(7)
The committee shall meet at least four (4) times annually.
(8)
A majority of the entire membership of the committee shall constitute a quorum, and all actions of the committee shall be by vote of a majority of its entire membership.
(9)
Members shall be compensated for attending meetings as provided in KRS 7.090(3) and 7.110(5).
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