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AN ACT relating to historical markers inside the New State Capitol and on the Capitol grounds.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 42 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

The New State Capitol building embodies the three branches of government for the Commonwealth of Kentucky and serves the citizens of the Commonwealth of Kentucky by providing a place to visit and interact with the state officers, legislators, and justices, as well as to learn about the history of the Commonwealth. The General Assembly finds and declares that it is in the best interests of the Commonwealth of Kentucky to continue to reflect the people, ideals, and events that compose the rich history of the Commonwealth. Section 2 of this Act sets forth standards by which the Department for Facilities and Support Services within the Finance and Administration Cabinet shall continue to develop the New State Capitol in a manner that will assist in reflecting the people, ideals, and events of the history of the Commonwealth of Kentucky.
SECTION 2.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 42 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

In order to provide visitors to the New State Capitol and surrounding grounds an appropriate historical context in which to learn about the people, ideals, and events that compose the history of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, the Department for Facilities and Support Services in the Finance and Administration Cabinet shall:
(1)
Search the inventory maintained by the state for other historical markers which are currently not displayed that would provide further information to visitors of the New State Capitol about the history of the Commonwealth and consider placing any identified items in the New State Capitol or on the surrounding grounds;
(2)
Consider other noteworthy individuals, symbols, or events in the history of the Commonwealth worthy of display, in consultation with the Kentucky Historical Society and the Historic Properties Advisory Commission, and develop a plan for locating additional historical markers in the New State Capitol or on the surrounding grounds;
(3)
Locate a monument inscribed with the Ten Commandments on the grounds surrounding the New State Capitol, in accordance with legal precedents, should a monument be gifted to the state by a private citizen or group of citizens;
(4)
Place markers near a Ten Commandments monument detailing aspects of legislative and judicial history related to the display of the Ten Commandments in the Commonwealth; and
(5)
Publish materials for visitors who come to the New State Capitol that list or otherwise indicate all historical markers throughout the New State Capitol, the Executive Mansion, and on the Capitol grounds, and provide information as to the significance of each to the history of the Commonwealth of Kentucky.

Section 3.   The Department for Facilities and Support Services within the Finance and Administration Cabinet shall follow the decisions by the Supreme Court of the United States in Van Orden v. Perry and the United States District Court for the Eastern District of Kentucky in Adland v. Russ in determining the placement of a Ten Commandments monument.
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