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SUBJECT/TITLE
AN ACT relating to child safety.

SPONSOR
Rep Kathy Stein

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:
x
City;
x
County;
x
Urban-County

x
Charter County
x
Consolidated Local

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
 Local law enforcement

Requirement:
x
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties
x
Modifies Existing
x
Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS

HB 372 GA amends KRS 189.125 to require motor vehicle operators to secure any child passenger under age 8 and between 40 inches and four feet nine inches tall and weighing under 80 pounds, in a "child booster seat" meeting specified federal standards (49 CFR Part 571).

Current law requires motor vehicle operators to secure any child passenger of 40 inches in height or less in a "child restraint system" of a type meeting federal motor vehicle safety standards.  

Under HB 372 GA, peace officers stopping an operator of a motor vehicle for violation of a traffic regulation other than failure for the driver and passengers to wear a seat belt or a child passenger to wear a child restraint system,  could also issue a citation for violation of the mandatory seat belt law if any child passenger under age 8, weighing under 80 pounds, and being between 40 inches and four feet nine inches in height is not secured in a child booster seat meeting the specified federal standards  

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The fiscal impact of HB 372 GA on local governments is expected to be moderate.  Local law enforcement's expenses to enforce the provisions of the Act would increase--additional training would be required about the federal child booster seat standards and the procedures for  determining a child passenger's age, height, and weight.  Officers should already be trained in the standards for child restraint systems for child passengers under forty inches in height or less.  Motor vehicles containing multiple child passengers would require the police officer to determine  the child restraint system/child booster seat standards applicable to each child according to age, height and weight. 

The penalty for violation of the bill's provisions would be a $25 fine and $125 in court costs (of which local governments receive 35.6 percent, earmarked for various purposes).  Under current law, when individuals have been issued a citation involving two or more traffic violations, one of which is violation of the mandatory seat belt law, there is still only one set of court costs attached to the citation.  Thus, because this is a secondary enforcement of the mandatory seat belt law, local government would not receive additional revenue from the bill's provisions.
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