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SUBJECT/TITLE
AN ACT relating to the Kentucky Unified Juvenile Code.

SPONSOR
Rep Bob Damron

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:
x
City;
x
County;

Urban-County

x
Charter County
x
Consolidated Local

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
Administrative units in local law enforcement agencies that maintain juvenile felony records as provided under Section 4 of the measure.

Requirement:
x
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties
x
Modifies Existing
x
Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS

HB 436 would allow the public access to the local law enforcement "felony juvenile record" of any child, between the age of 12 and 18, charged with an offense for a felony sex crime as defined in KRS 17.500, or a felony crime involving force or the threat of force against another person, burglary in the first or second degree, or any offense involving a deadly weapon or dangerous instrument. (Section 4)

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The fiscal impact of HB 436 on local governments will be minimal. 

Under HB 436, any local law enforcement custodian of "felony juvenile records" would be required to make the records available to the public upon request. KRS 61.872 to 61.884 sets forth the policy and procedures for access to "public records" in the custody of "public agencies". KRS 61.874 allows the custodian of the records to require a "written request and advanced payment of the prescribed fee, including postage where appropriate." 

Note that KRS 61.878(1)(h) exempts from inspection except on order of the court

, records of law enforcement agencies "compiled in the process of detecting and investigating statutory or regulatory violations if the disclosure of the information would harm the agency by revealing the identity of informants....." Public records exempted under the provision are to be open "after enforcement action is completed or a decision is made to take no action". It is  not known what proportion of these "felony juvenile records" will be considered investigative in nature and the amount of staff time needed to make that determination.

It is not known how many requests the public will make for the felony juvenile records and whether the custodians of the records have sufficient staff to accommodate the requests that may be forthcoming.
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