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Bill Number:
HB 577 
Subject:  
An ACT relating to animals 


Sponsor(s):   Rep. Westrom
Introduction Date:02/14/06
Assignment Date:
     
Due Date:
     
Text of Legislation:  

Amend KRS 525.125 relating to animal cruelty in the first degree to include the infliction of abuse or neglect severe enough to risk death to the animal; include language requiring offender to pay for the animals care, housing, and veterinary needs.

Summary Impact -- Indicate affected service levels, workloads, staff and program areas (describe any coordination issues with other state/external agencies or groups): 

The definition of animal cruelty is expanded and clarified to included extreme physical pain and injury caused though abuse or neglect.  There is no change to the penalty which is a Class D felony.  

Fiscal Impact -- Also include increased/decreased administrative cost and whether new fund sources would be required (identify fund sources, and GOPM staff person consulted): 
As the definition is expanded and clarified, additional persons may be arrested and prosecuted.  This would result in additional persons placed upon supervision or incarcerated as part of the Class D program in jails or confided to a state prison.  Any increase in either of these areas will result in additional funding needed to meet the growth in supervision and incarceration populations.  

NOTE:  In all cases, consideration should be given to the cumulative impact of all bills that increase the felon population or that impose new obligations on the Department of Corrections

Will Administrative Regulations be required or will existing regulations need revision?    

Yes  

No
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