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AN ACT relating to drug overdose prevention.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS 218A.010 TO 218A.250 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
A physician, administrator, or other person in charge of an institution in which a person with an overdose of a controlled substance as designated in KRS 218A.030 is attended or treated shall immediately report the case to the Cabinet for Health and Family Services.

(2)
A physician or other person who reports an overdose of a controlled substance under this section shall include in the report the following:

(a)
The date of the overdose;

(b)
The type of controlled substance used;

(c)
The sex and age of the person attended or treated for the overdose or for whom treatment was sought;

(d)
The symptoms associated with the overdose;

(e)
The extent of treatment made necessary by the overdose;

(f)
The patient outcome;

(g)
The county where the attending facility is located; and

(h)
Any other information related to the overdose as deemed necessary by the Cabinet for Health and Family Services.

(3)
The physician or other person making the report of the overdose shall not disclose the person's name or address.

(4)
A hospital or other institution making a report of an overdose subject to the requirements of subsection (1) of this section is not subject to civil or criminal liability for damages arising from the report. An individual who makes a good faith report of an overdose is not subject to civil or criminal liability for damages arising from the report.

(5)
The Office of Vital Statistics shall maintain a central database for the collection and analysis of information relating to incidents of controlled substance overdose for which a physician or other person is required to report to the Cabinet for Health and Family Services under subsection (1) of this section. The Office of Vital Statistics may not include in the database any information the physician or other person reporting the overdose is precluded from disclosing under subsection (3) of this section.

(6)
The Office of Vital Statistics shall issue a quarterly report on the prevalence of drug overdose incidents and trends in drug overdose incidents aggregated by county and mental health region. The report shall be issued to the Cabinet for Health Services, Division of Mental Health and Substance Abuse, the Office of Drug Control Policy, and the Kentucky Commission on Services and Support for Individuals with Mental Illness, Alcohol, and other Drug Abuse Disorders, and Dual Diagnoses.

(7)
The Office of Vital Statistics shall release prevalence and trend data upon request.

(8)
The agencies designated in subsection (6) of this section may use the prevalence and trend data submitted by the Office of Vital Statistics to develop strategies for addressing drug overdoses regionally or statewide. 

(9)
The Cabinet for Health and Family Services shall promulgate administrative regulations as may be necessary to carry out the provisions of this section.
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