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SUBJECT/TITLE
An Act relating to coroners

SPONSOR
Rep. C.B. Embry

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:
X
City;
X
County;
X
Urban-County


X
Charter County
X
Consolidated Local



Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
 Coroner's Office

Requirement:
X
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties

Modifies Existing
X
Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS  

HB 6 creates a new section of KRS Chapter 72 to require coroners to report to the Office of Vital Statistics deaths that result from the presence of drugs or poisons in the body.

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The fiscal impact of HB 6 on local governments is expected to be minimal to moderate. HB 6 requires coroners to report deaths to the Office of Vital Statistics that result from the presence of drugs or poisons in the body, as determined by a laboratory examination or by a postmortem examination.

HB 6 requires county coroners' offices to complete additional paperwork on all deaths resulting from the presence of drugs or poisons. This will result in additional administrative costs for local governments. HB 6 includes all drugs, therefore the measure may also result in additional laboratory work and postmortem examinations.  According to a representative from the Kentucky Coroners' Association, deaths that occurred in which the descendent was taking any form of medication would need to be examined to rule out the medication as a contributing factor in the death. While the state is responsible for the cost of toxicology reports and autopsies, local governments must cover the costs of drawing the laboratory specimens and the costs associated with delivering bodies to a state laboratory when necessary.

DATA SOURCE(S)
Kentucky Coroners Assn.; Kentucky State Medical Examiners Office
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