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SUBJECT/TITLE
Historic Preservation 

SPONSOR
Representative Reginald Meeks

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:
X
City;
X
County;
X
Urban-County

X
Charter County
X
Consolidated Local

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
 Sheriffs, jails, building permits

Requirement:
X
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties

Modifies Existing
X
Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS

HB 627 creates new sections of KRS Chapter 381 relating to the disposition of historic or prehistoric human remains. It defines terms relating to the disposition of historic or prehistoric human remains, and establishes a process by which property owners or developers can seek verification as to whether or not property is known to contain human remains.

HB 627 authorizes the Kentucky Heritage Council to promulgate administrative regulations related to the disposition of historic and prehistoric human remains, and sets forth procedures and requirements related to the various aspects of the investigation, inspection and disposal of human remains. It prohibits the issuance of building permits under KRS Chapter 198B until the property owner or developer has completed the preconditions relating to human remains.

HB 627 amends KRS 381.990 to create the offense of intentional desecration of human remains. It levies a fine of not less than $1,000 and not more than $2,000 for each act of intentional desecration of human remains in violation of Section 7 of the bill, and declares that the intentional desecration of human remains is a Class A misdemeanor for the first offense and a Class D felony for each subsequent offense.

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The fiscal impact of HB 627 on local government is expected to be minimal. The primary area of cost relates to the creation of a new crime. However, the number of cases constituting a crime under the bill is expected to be very small.

Local governments would be responsible for incarcerating individuals charged with desecration of human remains. Individuals convicted of a Class A misdemeanor could be incarcerated in the local jail for up to one year. The average expense to local government would of approximately $31.68 per day. Local governments are responsible for the cost of incarcerating individuals who are charged with a Class D felony until the time of conviction and final sentencing. The state, however, reimburses the local jail for these individuals at the rate of $30.51 per day.

HB 627 also adds a minimal amount of administrative expense for the local building permits office by prohibiting the granting of a building permit to owners or developers of real property where human remains are discovered. Also there may be some minimal expense related to involving local government representatives in the historic preservation officer's human remains outcome review.

DATA SOURCE(S)
LRC staff; Kentucky Department of Corrections; Kentucky Jailers Association; Administrative Office of the Courts; Kentucky Heritage Council.
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