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SUBJECT/TITLE
Criminal background investigations

SPONSOR
Representative Carolyn Belcher

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:
X
City;
X
County;
X
Urban-County

X
Charter County
X
Consolidated Local

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
 Parks and recreational

Requirement:
X
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties

Modifies Existing
X
Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS

HB 653 creates a new section of KRS 17.110 to 17.180 to define "youth athletics program". It prohibits persons convicted of sex crimes and violent offenders from working or volunteering with youth athletics programs in positions that require direct contact with minors. It requires criminal background checks for persons in direct contact with minors in youth athletics programs. It requires  the applicant to pay the criminal check fee and does not allow the cost to be greater than the investigation. It prevents these requirements from applying to other athletics programs that already have specific statutory provisions regarding background checks. 

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The fiscal impact of HB 653 on local government would be minimal. There are many local government parks and recreation programs throughout the state which provide youth athletic programs. According to the Kentucky Recreation and Park Society and several individual park director's, most programs already do background criminal checks on employees and volunteers. 

The bill specifies that the applicant must pay the fee, therefore, there would not be a charge to local government. Currently the Administrative Office of the Courts or Justice Cabinet charges $10 for providing the criminal check, however, for the programs contacted, the charge was absorbed by the parks and recreational agency or they paid no charge for the background checks.

There would be some costs associated with producing the applicant or volunteer form to specifically meet the requirements of the bill. The form must be approved by the Justice Cabinet or the Administrative Office of the Courts and the form must have the words "FOR THIS TYPE OF EMPLOYMENT OR VOLUNTEER WORK, STATE LAW REQUIRES A CRIMINAL RECORD CHECK" written conspicuously across the form. Additional minimal costs may be associate with changing personnel policies to require the background check in all cases related to youth athletics. 

DATA SOURCE(S)
Kentucky Recreation and Park Society, Shelbyville-Shelby County Parks and Recreation director, Bowling Green Parks and Recreation director;

Georgetown Parks and Recreation staff
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