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SUBJECT/TITLE
An Act relating to substances in the body

SPONSOR
Rep. Brent Yonts

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:
X
City;
X
County;
X
Urban-County


X
Charter County
X
Consolidated Local



Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
City and County Police Departments

Requirement:
X
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties

Modifies Existing
X
Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS  

HB 67 GA requires: (1) the Division of Kentucky State Medical Examiners Office to compile and report, upon request, certain data relating to deaths of Kentucky citizens when illegal drugs were present in the body; and (2) a peace officers investigating a motor vehicle accident in which there was a fatality to seek a search warrant for blood, breath, or urine testing of a defendant of a statutory violation arising from the incident, unless the testing has already been done by consent. The latter provision would impact local government's local law enforcement agencies. The GA version of HB 67 requires the Division of Kentucky State Medical Examiners Office to prepare an annual report to the Secretary of the Justice Cabinet which includes the number of drug-related deaths, the counties in which those deaths occurred, and the major categories of the drugs involved.

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The fiscal impact of HB 67 GA on local governments is expected to be minimal. According to the Kentucky State Police's Traffic Collision Facts, there were 854 fatal collisions on Kentucky public roads in 2004. The cost of administering a blood alcohol test is approximately $38-$60, and the average cost of administering a urine test is $188. There is no significant cost associated with administering a breath test.

Local governments would only be responsible for the costs associated with accidents that fell within the jurisdiction of their local law enforcement agency. Presumably, a significant number of accidents would be investigated by the Kentucky State Police, with the state bearing the cost of the testing. It is also possible that some costs could be recovered if defendants were ordered by the court to reimburse local law enforcement for the cost of the tests.

DATA SOURCE(S)
Kentucky Coroner's Association, Kentucky State Medical Examiners Office; Kentucky Assn. of Chiefs of Police
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