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SUBJECT/TITLE
AN ACT relating to motor vehicle registration.

SPONSOR
Representative Charles Meade

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:

City;
x
County;
x
Urban-County

x
Charter County
x
Consolidated Local

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
 County Clerks

Requirement:
x
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties
X
Modifies Existing

Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS

HB 696 allows two additional categories of veterans to be exempt from paying any fees when applying for and renewing the special license plate for disabled veterans. The additional categories are: (1) 70% service-connected disabled veterans; and (2) total service-connected disabled veterans. County Clerks currently receive a $3 fee for issuance of SLPs to the two categories of veterans.

HB 696 also allows any person eligible for the disabled veterans special license plate to have the option of receiving, without payment of any fees, "any registration plate" for which the person is eligible when registering a vehicle as required by KRS 186.050(1) or (3)(a). Personalized license plates are excluded from the fee exemption.

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The fiscal impact of HB 696 on local governments will likely be minimal to moderate depending upon the total number of eligible disabled veterans who choose to receive without charge any registration plate for which they are eligible.

Under HB 696, a particular County Clerk of the county where the eligible disabled veteran applicant is applying would be required to issue an unknown number of initial and renewal special license plates or other registration plates without receiving any fee for administrative activities required by the process.

The total number of disabled veterans eligible to apply for a special license plate (SLP) under the measure is not known. However, the following statewide data is available for prior issuance of SLP's to disabled veterans:

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
For Calendar Year 2005, there were 4,488 persons who renewed their Disabled Veterans SLP.
 (Paid no County Clerk fee)

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
For Calendar Year 2004, there were 1,965 seventy percent service-connected disabled veterans who were issued an initial SLP. (Paid a $3 County Clerk fee)

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
For Calendar Year 2004, there were 1,294 seventy percent service-connected disabled veterans who were issued a renewal SLP. (Paid a $3 County Clerk fee)

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
For Calendar Year 2004, there were 345 total service-connected disabled veterans who were issued an initial SLP. (Paid a $3 County Clerk fee)

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
For Calendar Year 2004, there were 267 total service-connected disabled veterans who were issued a renewal SLP. (Paid a $3 County Clerk fee)

The number of disabled veterans eligible for the disabled veterans special license plate and who would elect to receive, without payment of any fees, "any registration plate" for which the person is eligible when registering a vehicle is not known, thus, the amount of revenue which would be lost to County Clerks is not known. County Clerks in small (population) counties would likely loose very little income; county clerks in large (population) counties would likely experience a moderate reduction in income.

DATA SOURCE(S)
Kentucky Transportation Cabinet, Vehicle Licensing; Transportation Committee Staff.
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�For Calendar Year 2005, the number of persons who made initial application for the Disabled Veterans SLP is not available at this time.  
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