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SUBJECT/TITLE
Local Option Election

SPONSOR
Representative Larry Clark

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:
X
City;
X
County;
X
Urban-County


Charter County
X
Consolidated Local

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
 County Clerks, fiscal court, and board of elections

Requirement:
X
Mandatory
X
Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties

Modifies Existing
X
Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS

HB 697 creates a new section of KRS Chapter 242 to permit the limited sale of alcoholic beverages at state resort parks and qualifying state recreational parks. It allows a local option precinct election for state resort parks and qualifying state recreational parks in a dry territory, and it establishes the conditions under which the election would be held. A "qualifying state recreational park" is a state park that does not have a full-service lodge and dining room, but it does have a nine or 18 hole golf course. Finally, HB 697 permits a separate golf course election if the state park golf course is in a precinct other than the precinct where the park is located.

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The fiscal impact of HB 697 on local government would likely be minimal.  The bill authorizes the sale of alcoholic beverages by the drink at state resort parks and state recreational parks that have a nine or 18 hole golf course provided that they are in a county or city that already permits the sale of alcoholic beverages by the drink. There are no direct local government expenses related to this provision.

A county would incur expenses in the event of a local option elections. The bill authorizes local governments in a "dry" county or a county that does not permit the sale of alcoholic beverages by the drink in the precinct where the park is located, to hold a local option election in the precinct where the park is located. It also authorizes a local option election in the precinct in which the park's golf course is located, if the golf course is located outside the precinct in which the park is located.

Under KRS 242.060, a county bears the cost of a local option election. According to the bill a local option election would only take place in the precinct or precincts where the state park and golf course is located. The State Board of Elections estimate that the per-precinct average cost of conducting elections ranges from $1,100 to over $1,200. Costs associated with a local option election include: certifying the petition by the county clerk's office, setting an election date by the County Judge/Executive; ballot publication in the local newspaper, training and payment of the election workers, and monitoring by the company that sets up the county's voting machines.

Following is a table that shows the state resort parks and qualifying state recreational parks affected by the provisions of HB 697.

STATE RESORT PARKS AND QUALIFYING STATE RECREATIONAL PARKS






Park
County
Resort
Golf
Alcoholic Sales

Audubon
Henderson 

X
wet

Barren River
Barren
X
X
limited (Cave City)

Blue Licks Battlefield
Robertson
X

dry

Buckhorn Lake
Perry
X

wet

Carter Caves
Carter
X
X
dry

Cumberland Falls
Whitley
X

dry

Dale Hollow
Cumberland / Clinton
X
X
dry / dry

General Burnside
Pulaski

X
limited (Burnside) / winery

General Butler
Carroll
X
X
wet

Grayson Lake
Carter

X
dry

Greenbo Lake
Greenup
X

dry

Hawes Park
Davies

X
wet

Jenny Wiley
Floyd
X

wet

Kenlake
Marshall
X
X
dry

Kentucky Dam
Marshall
X
X
limited (Calvert City)

Kincaid Lake
Pendelton

X
moist ( Falmouth)

Kingdom Come
Harlan
X

moist (Harlan)

Lake Barkley
Trigg
X
X
dry

Lake Cumberland
Russell
X
X
dry

Lincoln Homestead
Washington

X
moist (Springfield) & winery

Mineral Mound
Lyon

X
limited (Kuttawa)

My Old Ky. Home   
Nelson

X
wet

Natural Bridge
Powell
X

dry

Pennyrile
Christian / Hopkins
X
X
wet/ moist (Madisonville)

Pine Mountain
Bell
X
X
limited ( Pineville)

Rough River
Grayson
X
X
dry

Yatesville Lake
Lawrence

X
dry

Wet: alcoholic beverages by the drink and packaged sales allowed.

Dry:  no alcoholic beverage sales allowed.

Limited: city or county allows alcoholic beverages by the drink only in restaurants with at least 100 seating and 70% food sales.

Winery: small and farm wineries in dry territory. 

DATA SOURCE(S)
LRC staff; Kentucky Department of Parks
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