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AN ACT relating to legislative processes and procedures.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   KRS 7.119 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
Records in the custody of the Legislative Research Commission or the General Assembly shall be available for distribution to the public, or open for inspection by any person.

(2)
As used in subsection (1) of this section, "records" includes bills and amendments introduced in the Senate or House of Representatives, Senate and House Journals, Acts of the General Assembly, roll call votes, final reports of committees, Kentucky Administrative Regulations, documents showing salary and expenses paid to members of the General Assembly and all employees of the legislative branch, contracts, receipts and work orders for repairs or renovations to legislative offices or facilities, items cataloged in the legislative library, the Legislative Record, and informational and educational materials offered by the public information office, including legislative videotapes and photographs, calendars, and meeting notices.

(3)
Requests for records or other documents in the custody of the Legislative Research Commission or the General Assembly shall be directed to the director of the Legislative Research Commission. Except for KRS 61.880(3), provisions of the Open Records Act, KRS 61.870 to 61.884, shall apply to a request for inspection or copies of documents or other items not set forth in subsection (2) of this section, and except that a request for a review under KRS 61.880 of any determination by the director shall be made to the Legislative Research Commission, which shall issue its decision within thirty (30) days. If the Legislative Research Commission does not issue its decision on a review of the director's determination within thirty (30) days of submission to it of the matter, the director's determination may be appealed to the Franklin Circuit Court within sixty (60) days of its issuance. For purposes of this subsection, any reference to the Attorney General in KRS 61.880 and 61.882 shall be read as the Legislative Research Commission.

(4)
Every e-mail, record of a telephone call, or correspondence from or to a legislator shall be considered to be the property of the legislator as part of his public office and shall not be disclosed, except with the consent of the legislator on whose behalf the e-mail, record of a telephone call, or correspondence is created, maintained, or stored. This subsection shall not include items made available to the public under subsection (2) of this section.

(5)
The Legislative Research Commission may contract or otherwise enter into agreements with state agencies or other persons or entities to provide technical, communications, or computer services on behalf the legislature or a member thereof. Any agency or other person or entity so contracting or agreeing shall not examine the contents of the legislative materials and records and shall maintain the confidentiality of legislative materials and records at all times, unless the Legislative Research Commission agrees in writing that such legislative materials and records may be disclosed. Any person violating this subsection shall be guilty of official misconduct in the second degree as provided under KRS 522.030.

Section 2.   KRS 6.162 is amended to read as follows:

The expenses of preparing, indexing, and editing the journals of the General Assembly shall be paid from the appropriation for legislative journals and acts upon requisition of the co-chairmen of the Legislative Research Commission. Any electronic information used by the Legislative Research Commission in preparing, indexing, and editing the final copies of the journal shall not be public information.
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