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AN ACT relating to health benefit plan coverage of screening for prostate cancer.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF SUBTITLE 17A OF KRS CHAPTER 304 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
Any health benefit plan offered, issued, or renewed in this state on or after January 1, 2008, shall cover at least one (1) annual screening for the early detection of prostate cancer for all men forty (40) years of age or older and for those men thirty-five (35) years of age or older who are considered high-risk for prostate cancer, including African-American men and those with a definite or indeterminate family history of prostate cancer according to the prostate cancer early detection guidelines of the National Alliance of State Prostate Cancer Coalitions or the Kentucky Prostate Cancer Coalition.

(2)
The benefit required to be provided under subsection (1) of this section shall not diminish or limit diagnostic benefits otherwise allowable under a health benefit plan.

(3)
The prostate cancer screening coverage shall consist of, at a minimum, the following tests:
(a)
A prostate-specific antigen (PSA) blood test; and
(b)
A digital rectal examination (DRE).
(4)
If a health care provider recommends that an insured undergo a prostate-specific antigen blood test, coverage may not be denied because the insured has had a digital rectal examination and the examination results were negative.
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