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AN ACT relating to the mining of coal in Robinson Forest.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 164 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
The University of Kentucky board of trustees and administration shall, on the effective date of this section, commence all actions, filings, and presentations of evidence required by Kentucky law and administrative regulations, and by federal law and regulations, necessary to remove all or portions of E. O. Robinson Forest from the 1991 Kentucky Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Cabinet Order designating the forest as "lands unsuitable for mining."

(2)
Commencing on the effective date of this section, the University of Kentucky board of trustees and administration shall construct a plan of action containing the following elements:

(a)
A plan for removing the "unsuitable for mining" designation from all of E.O. Robinson Forest or, if this is not feasible, then from specified portions of the forest;

(b)
A plan for the execution of mineral and coal holdings and leases of the main contiguous portion (main block) of the E.O. Robinson Forest and noncontiguous parts (outer blocks) of the forest, which shall include the development of requests for proposals and the identification of mining methods to be used and locations to be mined; and

(c)
A plan for the use of royalties and other funds which may be generated from the extraction and sale of coal or other minerals from the main block and the outer blocks of the forest, in accordance with requirements provided for in subsection (3) of this section.

(3)
Royalties and any other funds generated by the execution of mineral and coal rights held by the University of Kentucky in E. O. Robinson Forest shall be used as follows:

(a)
Ten percent (10%) to the E.O. Robinson Agricultural Experiment Station located at Quicksand in Breathitt County, Kentucky;

(b)
Forty percent (40%) to the E.O. Robinson Scholars program; and

(c)
Fifty percent (50%) to the University of Kentucky, to be used exclusively for research.

(4)
On or before December 31 of each odd-numbered year, the University of Kentucky shall submit a report to the Legislative Research Commission that shall provide an accounting of actions taken during the previous two (2) fiscal years toward meeting the requirements of subsections (1) to (3) of this section, the status of responses to requests for proposals and related negotiations, and an accounting of the distribution of funds, if any, during the preceding two (2) fiscal years. The first report, providing an account of actions taken during the first half of fiscal year 2007, shall be filed on or before December 31, 2006.
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