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AN ACT relating to substance abuse treatment.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   KRS 222.311 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
No hospital shall deny treatment to a person solely because of his alcohol and other drug abuse.

(2)
Any intoxicated person or other person voluntarily admitted to a licensed alcohol and other drug abuse program or a hospital licensed to provide chemical dependency treatment or detoxification services, shall receive treatment at the program or hospital[ for as long as the person wishes to remain, or] until benefits expire[,] or the administrator determines that treatment will no longer benefit the person.

Section 2.   KRS 222.271 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
The administrator of each program shall keep a record of the treatment afforded each alcohol and other drug abuse patient, which shall be confidential in accordance with administrative regulations promulgated by the cabinet.

(2)
Any patient may have a physician retained by him examine him, consult privately with his attorney, receive visitors, and send and receive communications by mail, telephone, and telegraph unless the treatment provider determines, in consultation with the patient, that outside communication would be detrimental to that patient's treatment program. The communications shall not be censored or read without consent of the patient. The right of the administrator, subject to administrative regulations of the cabinet, to prescribe reasonable rules governing visitation rights, use of the mail, and telephone and telegraph facilities shall not be limited.
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