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AN ACT relating to local government.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 65 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
A city, county, urban-county government, consolidated local government, or charter county government may conduct inspections of all single-family dwellings, multifamily dwellings, and mobile or manufactured homes, that serve as residential rental property. Any inspection shall be limited to verifying that the dwelling conforms with any applicable property maintenance codes adopted by the city, county, urban-county government, consolidated local government, or charter county government.

(2)
A city, county, urban-county government, consolidated local government, or charter county government may establish the frequency of inspections, which shall be no more frequent that once a year.

(3)
Before a city, county, urban-county government, consolidated local government, or charter county government may begin the inspection program, it shall adopt an ordinance establishing the program. The ordinance shall:

(a)
Incorporate, either directly or by reference, the property maintenance code;
(b)
Specify the branch of the local government that will conduct the inspections;
(c)
Establish a procedure for notifying property owners and tenants of violations of the code;

(d)
Establish a procedure for appeal for persons charged with a violation of the code; and

(e)
Specify any penalties that will be assessed for violation of the code.

(4)
The city, county, urban-county government, consolidated local government, or charter county government shall enforce the property maintenance code by classifying a violation of the code as a civil offense and establishing civil fines which may be imposed on any person who commits a violation of the code. The ordinance adopted by the city, county, urban-county government, consolidated local government, or charter county government shall provide:

(a)
That a violation of the code is a civil offense;
(b)
A maximum civil fine that may be imposed for each violation of the code; and
(c)
A specific civil fine of less than the maximum civil fine that will be imposed for each offense if the person who has committed the offense does not contest the citation arising from a violation of the code.
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