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A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION recognizing the fortieth anniversary of the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) of 1966 and the work performed in the Commonwealth by the Kentucky Heritage Council pursuant to the NHPA.

WHEREAS, the Kentucky Heritage Council is responsible for the identification, protection, and preservation of prehistoric, historic, and cultural resources throughout the Commonwealth in partnership with other state and federal agencies, local communities, interested citizens, and partner organizations such as the statewide advocacy group Preservation Kentucky, Inc.; and

WHEREAS, the year 2006 marks the fortieth anniversary of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, which established federal historic preservation policy and the framework for what has become a successful federal, state, and local partnership; and

WHEREAS, for four decades, pursuant to the NHPA and subsequent mandates by the Kentucky General Assembly, the Kentucky Heritage Council has successfully implemented provisions of the NHPA and been recognized for these accomplishments by national organizations such as the National Trust for Historic Preservation and the National Park Service; and

WHEREAS, the Commonwealth has the fourth highest number of listings in the National Register of Historic Places, which is the official listing of heritage resources created by the NHPA, with nearly 3,200 districts, sites, and structures encompassing more than 41,000 historic features deemed to be of historic, cultural, and architectural significance; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to the NHPA, the Kentucky Heritage Council has successfully assisted federal and state agencies and local governments in carrying out historic preservation responsibilities, ensured that historic properties are considered at all levels of planning and development, and aided local governments in developing preservation programs and becoming certified; and

WHEREAS, the Kentucky Heritage Council administers the Kentucky Main Street Program, the oldest statewide downtown revitalization program in the nation, that was introduced in 1979 with the goal of encouraging downtown revitalization, public-private partnerships, and economic redevelopment; and

WHEREAS, the Kentucky Heritage Council, within the context of historic preservation and in partnership with Renaissance on Main, currently serves more than 110 communities; and

WHEREAS, in 2004, the Kentucky Main Street and Renaissance on Main programs reported nearly $293 million invested in downtowns, representing 1,807 new jobs, 352 new businesses, and the rehabilitation of 266 downtown buildings; and

WHEREAS, within the past 26 years, more than $2 billion has been reinvested in Kentucky downtowns; and

WHEREAS, Kentucky continues to lead the nation with the highest number of communities, with a total of 63 to date, designated by First Lady Laura Bush as "Preserve America Communities" and honored by her in a personal visit to Kentucky in 2004; and

WHEREAS, according to a 2005 National Park Service report, Kentucky ranked ninth in the nation in the number of Federal Historic Rehabilitation Investment Tax Credit Projects approved for fiscal year 2004, with more than $21 million of private investment in historic rehabilitation projects documented in Kentucky, leading to the creation of nearly 1,000 jobs; and

WHEREAS, historic preservation is relevant for both urban and rural communities and for Kentuckians of all ages, walks of life, and ethnic backgrounds; and

WHEREAS, communities that protect and encourage investment in their historic fabric consistently demonstrate an improved quality of life for their citizens; and

WHEREAS, because of the abundance of Kentucky's historic buildings, sites, structures, and places, it is important that citizens recognize and understand this heritage; and

WHEREAS, activities commemorating the fortieth anniversary of the National Historic Preservation Act are planned statewide throughout 2006, including during the biennial Kentucky Historic Preservation Conference on September 20-23 in Covington;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, the Senate concurring therein:

Section 1.   The Kentucky Heritage Council, acting under the provisions of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 and legislation enacted by the Kentucky General Assembly, is hereby recognized for 40 years of distinguished and exemplary service to the Commonwealth.

Section 2.   The Kentucky General Assembly, citizens of the Commonwealth, local governments, preservation organizations, and community leaders join in recognizing the special achievements of the Kentucky Heritage Council and its positive effects on communities across the state.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives shall forward a copy of this Resolution and written confirmation of its adoption to the Kentucky Heritage Council, c/o David L. Morgan, Executive Director, 300 Washington Street, Frankfort, Kentucky 40601; and to Governor Ernie Fletcher, State Capitol, Room 100, Frankfort, Kentucky 40601.
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