UNOFFICIAL COPY AS OF  03/07/06
06 REG. SESS.
06 RS HCR 165/GA


A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION urging the President, the United States Congress, and the United States Department of Education to grant waivers to the Commonwealth of Kentucky for the implementation of the No Child Left Behind Act in years when the funding is decreased.

WHEREAS, the Commonwealth of Kentucky has long pursued the goal of improving the academic performance of all students, especially students of racial and ethnic backgrounds, lower economic status, limited English proficiency, and with learning disabilities or challenges; and

WHEREAS, the Commonwealth of Kentucky, therefore, applauds President George W. Bush and the United States Congress for putting forth the same goals in the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 and emphasizing the urgency in closing achievement gaps and improving the performance of all students; and 

WHEREAS, the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 has encouraged some needed changes in public education and was initially accompanied with relatively large increases in federal funding for public elementary and secondary education; and

WHEREAS, however, the increases in federal funding since the first year of the No Child Left Behind Act have been minimal and substantially less than the amount needed to effectively implement the No Child Left Behind Act; and

WHEREAS, the federal government has decreased funding for fiscal year 2006 for the No Child Left Behind programs and programs for students with disabilities, as well as overall funding for public education programs;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, the Senate concurring therein:

Section 1.   The President, the United States Congress, and the United States Department of Education are requested to grant the Commonwealth of Kentucky waivers, exemptions, or whatever flexibility possible through regulatory authority from the requirements of the No Child Left Behind Act in any year that federal funding for public elementary and secondary education is decreased.

Section 2.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is directed to send copies of this Concurrent Resolution of the 2006 Regular Session to President George W. Bush, to each member of the Kentucky delegation to the Congress of the United States, to the Clerk of the United States Senate, to the Clerk of the United States House of Representatives, and to the Secretary of the United States Department of Education.
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