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A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION requesting the Legislative Research Commission to direct the Interim Joint Committee on Education to study how schools can effectively and efficiently provide school-based health services to students.

WHEREAS, students require a broad spectrum of in-school medical services ranging from injections, catheterization, medication administration, administration of suppositories, and tube feedings, to blood sugar testing; and

WHEREAS, schools do not have sufficient financial resources to hire enough school nurses to meet the National Association of School Nurses' recommendation of one nurse for every 750 students; and

WHEREAS, KRS 156.502 allows nurses or doctors to delegate provision of medical services for students to school personnel; and

WHEREAS, there is inconsistency in how medical services are delegated, a lack of training for school staff to whom delegation is made, and substantial disagreement among various professional associations about what services may be delegated; and

WHEREAS, there is no standardized training or training manual for medical personnel to use to train school staff without medical training to provide services to students; and

WHEREAS, some nurses are concerned that delegation of services creates a greater exposure to liability and can jeopardize their nursing licenses; and

WHEREAS, some parents are providing training for nonmedical staff even though this is not allowed by statute; and

WHEREAS, the delegation of services and training of nonmedical staff to administer insulin to students with diabetes is a particular concern; and

WHEREAS, some school staff with no medical training are required to provide certain medical services as a part of their job description, and it is important to determine how to provide additional training for staff charged with providing these services; and

WHEREAS, strong working relationships between schools and their county public health departments can improve health services available to children;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, the Senate concurring therein:

Section 1.   The Legislative Research Commission is requested to direct the Interim Joint Committee on Education to study how schools can effectively and efficiently provide school-based health services to students. The Legislative Research Commission shall assign appropriate persons from the staff of the Interim Joint Committee on Education and Health and Welfare to assist with the study.

Section 2.   Areas of investigation may include, but are not limited to:

(1)
Training needed for nonmedical personnel and identification of how that training may be provided;

(2)
Additional resources needed to meet the increasing medical needs of students;

(3)
Medical services that appropriately may be delegated to nonmedical personnel;

(4)
Model partnerships between schools and public health departments;

(5)
Possible certification endorsements through the Education Professional Standards Board for individuals providing medical services that would enable those individuals to get the training needed to obtain additional compensation for learning additional skills; and

(6)
Innovative approaches to providing school-based medical services in Kentucky and other states.

Section 3.   The Committee shall consult with the following organizations to obtain input on the issues to be studied:

(1)
The Kentucky Department for Public Health;

(2)
The Kentucky Department of Education;

(3)
The Education Professional Standards Board;

(4)
The Kentucky Board of Nursing;

(5)
The Kentucky School Nurses Association;

(6)
The Kentucky Nurses Association;

(7)
The Kentucky Education Association;

(8)
The Kentucky School Boards Association;

(9)
The Kentucky Association of School Administrators;

(10)
The Kentucky Association of School Superintendents;

(11)
The Kentucky Association of School Councils; 

(12)
The Kentucky Diabetes Association; and 

(13)
Other organizations as deemed appropriate.

Section 4.   The study shall be completed by November 15, 2006, with a written report, including findings and policy options, presented to the Legislative Research Commission by December 1, 2006.

Section 5.   Provisions of this Resolution to the contrary notwithstanding, the Commission shall have the authority to alternatively assign the issues herein to an interim joint committee or subcommittee thereof, and to designate a study completion date.
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