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A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION directing the Legislative Research Commission to establish a task force to study, analyze, and assess the impact of immigration in the Commonwealth.

WHEREAS, according to LRC's Research Report 305, "Immigration in Kentucky: A Preliminary Report," there were 111,000 legal immigrants in Kentucky in the year 2000, representing 2.5% of the total population; and

WHEREAS, since 2000, it is apparent that the number of immigrants in the state is increasing; and

WHEREAS, a study of the impact of the immigrant population on business, government services, and the state's economy is vital to enabling the Commonwealth to prepare for and serve its immigrant population;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, the Senate concurring therein:

Section 1.   The Legislative Research Commission shall establish a task force to study, analyze, and assess the impact of immigration in the Commonwealth, including but not limited to the following duties:

(1)
Determine, to the extent data is available, the growth of the immigrant population in the Commonwealth and the distribution of the immigrant population in the regions of the Commonwealth;

(2)
Review available data and information, and conduct surveys of employers to determine the size and growth of the immigrant workforce in the Commonwealth, identify the industries that employ significant numbers of immigrant workers, and otherwise assess the impact of immigration on the state's economy;

(3)
Gather testimony and information from employers, education officials, health care providers, law enforcement officials, human rights organizations, labor organizations, and others to assess the impact of the immigrant population on state and local government services such as housing, social services, education, judicial system, and medical services; and

(4)
Review federal immigration laws.

Section 2.   The task force findings and recommendations shall address but not be limited to:

(1)
The number of immigrants in the state and the distribution of the immigrant population within the various regions of the state;

(2)
Identification of the businesses and industries that employ significant numbers of immigrant workers, the size of the workforce of each, and the impact of immigrant workers on those businesses and industries;

(3)
The impact of Kentucky's immigrant population on state and local government services in such areas as housing, social services, education, judicial system, and medical services;

(4)
Services that the immigrant population is likely to need, the cost of the services, and the governmental or private sector agencies and organizations that bear the cost;

(5)
Impact of immigrants on the economy of the state; and

(6)
Actions needed by state and local governments to prepare for and serve Kentucky's growing immigrant population.

Section 3.   The task force shall consist of six (6) legislative members, five (5) members from the executive and judicial branches of government, and ten (10) members from certain organizations as follows :

(1)
Three (3) members of the Senate appointed by the President of the Senate, at least one (1) of whom shall be a member of the minority party in the Senate, and one of whom shall be designated co-chair of the task force;

(2)
Three (3) members of the House of Representatives appointed by the Speaker of the House, at least one of whom shall be a member of the minority party in the House, and one of whom shall be designated co-chair of the task force;

(3)
The secretary of the Justice Cabinet or a designee;

(4)
The secretary of the Education, Arts, and Humanities Cabinet or a designee;

(5)
Director of the Administrative Office of the Courts or a designee;

(6)
The secretary of the Cabinet for Health and Family Services or a designee;

(7)
The Commissioner of Agriculture or a designee;

(8)
One (1) representative of the Kentucky School Board Association (KSBA), appointed by the Speaker of the House of Representatives from a list of three (3) nominees submitted by the KSBA;

(9)
One (1) representative of the Kentucky Retail Federation Association (KRFA), appointed by the President of the Senate from a list of three (3) nominees submitted by the KRFA;

(10)
One (1) representative of the Kentucky AFL-CIO, appointed by the Speaker of the House of Representatives from a list of three (3) nominees submitted by the Kentucky AFL-CIO;

(11)
One (1) representative of the Kentucky Chamber of Commerce (KCC), appointed by the President of the Senate from a list of three (3) nominees submitted by the KCC;

(12)
One (1) representative of the Kentucky Association of Chiefs of Police, appointed by the Speaker of the House of Representatives from a list of three (3) nominees submitted by the Kentucky Association of Chiefs of Police;

(13)
One (1) representative of the Catholic Conference of Kentucky, appointed by the President of the Senate from a list of three (3) nominees submitted by the Catholic Conference of Kentucky;

(14)
One (1) representative of the Kentucky Council of Churches, appointed by the Speaker of the House of Representatives from a list of three (3) nominees submitted by the Council;

(15)
One (1) representative of the American Immigration Lawyers Association (AILA), appointed by the President of the Senate from a list of three (3) nominees submitted by the AILA.

(16)
One (1) representative of the Kentucky Thoroughbred Association (KTA), appointed by the Speaker of the House from a list of three (3) nominees submitted by the KTA; and

(17)
One (1) representative of the Kentucky Farm Bureau (KFB), appointed by the President of the Senate from a list of three (3) nominees submitted by the KFB.

Section 4.   Members of the task force shall serve without compensation but shall be reimbursed for their actual and necessary expenses incurred in the performance of their duties. Vacancies shall be filled in the same manner as the original appointment.

Section 5.   Staff for the task force shall be provided by the Legislative Research Commission.

Section 6.   The task force shall meet at least monthly and shall begin meeting after its six (6) legislative members have been appointed. The task force shall report its findings and recommendations to the Legislative Research Commission for referral to the appropriate interim joint committee or committees by October 1, 2007, at which time the task force shall cease to exist.

Section 7.   Provisions of this Resolution to the contrary notwithstanding, the Legislative Research Commission shall have the authority to alternatively assign the issues identified herein to an interim joint committee or subcommittee thereof, and to designate a study completion date.
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