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A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION requesting the Legislative Research Commission to create a task force to study time and the use of time and requirements for teachers.

WHEREAS, teacher time is one of a school district's most valuable resources; and 

WHEREAS, the effective use of time and professional judgment is critical to improving student performance; and

WHEREAS, increasing pressure on teacher time leads to teacher attrition; and 

WHEREAS, there is an increasing need for more specialized professional development to meet the specific instructional needs of students; and

WHEREAS, there are limited financial resources to provide staff to meet all of the needs of a school; and

WHEREAS, there is a growing need for providing supervision of students before and after the minimum instructional school day; and  

WHEREAS, there is a focused effort to provide specialized instruction to students outside the classroom in order to help each child reach proficiency; and

WHEREAS, there is a need for teachers to spend time collaborating and planning together to provide integrated instruction in a school; and 

WHEREAS, there must be an acknowledgment of the time that teachers spend in addition to the work day or the school year preparing for classroom instruction and grading and review of student work;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, the Senate concurring therein:

Section 1.   The Legislative Research Commission is directed to create a task force to study time and the use of time and requirements for teachers.

Section 2.   (1)
The task force of the Legislative Research Commission shall be appointed by July 30, 2006, and shall be composed of the following:

(a)
The chairman or the Senate Education Committee;

(b)
The chairman of the House Education Committee;

(c)
Three members of the Senate, two to be appointed by the President of the Senate, and one to be appointed by the Minority Floor Leader of the Senate;

(d)
Three members of the House of Representatives, two to be appointed by the Speaker of the House, and one to be appointed by the Minority Floor Leader of the House;

(e)
The Commissioner of Education, or designee;

(f)
The president of the Kentucky Association of School Administrators, or designee;

(g)
The president of the Kentucky School Boards Association, or designee;

(h)
The president of the Kentucky Association of School Superintendents, or designee;

(i)
The president of the Kentucky Association of School Councils, or designee;

(j)
The president of the Kentucky Parent Teacher Association, or designee; 

(k)
The president of the Kentucky Chamber of Commerce, or designee; and

(l)
The president of the Kentucky Education Association, or designee, and six representatives from the Kentucky Education Association membership, chosen by the Legislative Research Commission from a list submitted by the members of the board of directors of the Kentucky Education Association.

(2)
The President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House shall each appoint one co-chair of the task force from among the legislative members on the task force.

(3)
Final membership of the task force is subject to the consideration and approval of the Legislative Research Commission.

Section 3.   The task force shall report its findings to the Legislative Research Commission for referral to the appropriate committee or committees no later than December 1, 2006.

Section 4.   Provisions of this resolution to the contrary notwithstanding, the Legislative Research Commission shall have the authority to alternatively assign the issues identified herein to an interim joint committee or subcommittee thereof, and to designate a study completion date.
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