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A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION creating a task force of the Legislative Research Commission to study the issue of unpasteurized milk and milk product regulation.

WHEREAS, there is consumer demand for safe, unpasteurized milk and milk products in the Commonwealth; and

WHEREAS, the production of unpasteurized milk and milk products can be economically profitable for the agricultural sector of Commonwealth and particularly to small family-owned farms; and

WHEREAS, the statutes and administrative regulations of the Commonwealth do not adequately address the needs of Kentucky’s unpasteurized milk and milk products consumers and producers; and

WHEREAS, other states have developed ways to foster the unpasteurized milk and milk products industry while maintaining effective public health standards;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, the Senate concurring therein:

Section 1.   The Legislative Research Commission shall establish a Task Force on Unpasteurized Milk and Milk Product Regulation to examine the statutes and administrative regulations governing unpasteurized milk and milk products. This task force of the Legislative Research Commission shall consider ways in which the production and sale of unpasteurized milk and milk products can be permitted that will offer the maximum benefit for Kentucky’s farmers while maintaining appropriate public health standards. The task force shall also consider ways in which the production of artisan and home cheeses can be facilitated. The task force may consider other strategies to foster and promote Kentucky’s unpasteurized milk and milk products industry.

Section 2.   The task force shall be composed of 11 members. The Legislative Research Commission shall appoint one member of the Senate and one member of the House of Representatives from among the legislative members as co-chairs. The membership of the task force shall include:

(1)
The chair of the Senate Agriculture and Natural Resources Committee, or designee;

(2)
The chair of the House of Representatives Agriculture and Small Business Committee, or designee;

(3)
The chair of the Senate Health and Welfare Committee, or designee;

(4)
The chair of the House of Representatives Health and Welfare Committee, or designee;

(5)
The dean of the University of Kentucky College of Agriculture, or designee;

(6)
The Commissioner of the Department of Agriculture, or designee;

(7)
The secretary of the Cabinet for Health and Family Services, or designee;

(8)
One member of the Kentucky Goat Producers Association appointed by the Legislative Research Commission;

(9)
One member of the Community Farm Alliance, appointed by the Legislative Research Commission; 

(10)
One member of the Kentucky Dairy Development Council, appointed by the Legislative Research Commission; and

(11)
One member of the Kentucky Farm Bureau, appointed by the Legislative Research Commission.

Final membership of the task force is subject to the consideration and approval of the Legislative Research Commission.

Section 3.   The task force shall meet at least three times during the 2006 legislative interim. The task force shall report its findings, which shall include options for possible legislation to allow the production and sale of unpasteurized milk and milk products, to the Legislative Research Commission for referral to the appropriate committee or committees no later than January 1, 2007.

Section 4.   Provisions of this Resolution to the contrary notwithstanding, the Legislative Research Commission shall have the authority to alternatively assign the issues identified herein to an interim joint committee or subcommittee thereof, and to designate a study completion date.
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